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I. Providing a conceptual frame of reference for the exploration of these concerns  

           

            This website has been created to translate  those ethical considerations, equitable cultural 

institutions, and a vibrant and dynamic self-transcendence  into robust and thriving social realities . In 

my view they reside at the epicenter of those imperative qualities that are crucially absent in the 

winter of 2014 in both our national conversation, and more tragically in our contemporary civilization 

           Beyond all else this undertaking is dedicated to the identification and presentation of that body 

of evolving insight and innovation, that has begun the process of both resuscitating the American 

dream and providing  a normative and institutional framework that will supplement and supplant our 

current national status of decomposition, conflict, and divisiveness. 

            It shall  as well retard the deterioration of what was once  a robust and expanding dominant 

consensus  of our citizens about our social purpose and our raison d’etre.  Thus, is this a continuing 

search for transformative cultural insight and social wisdom.   

          Social wisdom cannot be found in any ideology or in vapid self-confirming media platforms 

which do nothing but reinforce our prejudices and invigorate our smug self-assurances about the 

nature of our lives and our world. 

           Nor can it be glimpsed in provocative sound bites or invidious pronouncements that embrace 

ethnic prejudices and repugnant social stereotypes. And it most certainly is not present in a cultural 

conversation that is characterized by warring paradigms, venomous and disrespectful dialogue, and 

the overweening attempt by so many to dismiss and contemptuously demonize as enemies, those 

with whom they are in substantial disagreement. 

          Rather can it be detected within both the theologies of the ancients and the more contemporary 

assertions of those who embrace the central tenets of the philosophical system of Humanism, and 

that aspect of existential epistemology which embraces the teleological dynamic. 

          In these realms whether the source is a prophetic Judaism or the Christian gospels, the 

revelations of Mohammed at the center of an Islamic consciousness, or the assertions of primary texts 

within Buddhism, and in sacred Hindu pronouncements, can a normative predicate be discovered. 

          In other sources which are secular in character such as Aristotelian and Kantian epistemological 

prescriptions, and within the optimistic life-affirming existentialism of Camus, can we unearth a 

commonalty of vision and moral definition that speaks to the most imperative requirement of all 

civilizations; i.e. to regard both the individual human life and the collectivity of mankind as inviolate 

entities and sentient beings of unparalleled intrinsic value. 

          From these three points of consideration i.e. major religious traditions, and Humanistic and 

Existentialist philosophy moral frameworks other equally critical necessities flow. The crucial 

obligation to view human beings as inherently deserving of unabridged respect and personal 

sovereignty, as innately capable of contributions to our collective welfare, and as demanding by 



simple virtue of our human status, environments in which ample opportunities are provided to enable 

these individuals to experience the full richness of a robust and dynamic spiritual and intellectual 

consciousness, as well as a social atmosphere that will make provision for the satisfaction of their 

basic requirements.            

           Examining contemporary American society through the lens of those moral prerequisites, what 

we discover is a civilization that in so many regards and contexts fails abysmally to translate these 

ethical underpinnings into institutional realities. 

          Though various elements of our population are beset with disparate challenges that are endemic 

to their economic status in our financial hierarchy, all are buffeted by the evolving negative impacts of  

ever-increasing concentrations of wealth among ever-decreasing miniscule numbers of our citizens.  

Additional negative variables such as declining employment opportunities within our society as the 

technological juggernaut continues to replace human labor with computers, as well as by corporations 

that relocate manufacturing elements of their organizations to overseas locales where labor costs are 

less expensive, continue to escalate.  

           These trends trigger the unremitting reality of unemployment statistics which when such 

categories as underemployment, part-time, and positions that have been stripped of health and other 

forms of traditional employee benefits are included, impact approximately one-fifth of our fellow 

citizens. 

          Among those who live in poverty, the struggle to survive demands herculean efforts to obtain 

the meager  salaries of multiple minimum-wage jobs, as well as navigating the challenges of public 

assistance programs, to supplement these anemic wages. Health care even with the advent of the 

Affordable Health Care Act remains beyond the financial capacity of millions of Americans. 

           Drug and alcohol dependency are escalating in all segments of our nation, but particularly 

within our unraveling urban cores, where the physical environments continue to crumble and become 

uninhabitable. As a result residents desert their unsafe homes and deteriorating neighborhoods, 

awash in crime and single parent households, and a disintegrating social and religious fabric that 

reflects the harsh, cruel, lawless, communities that these regions have become.  

         Ultimately, the hopelessness that afflicts these individuals depletes their will to escape this 

imprisonment, and they become resigned to futures that are bereft of joy, achievement, happiness, 

and material adequacy. When those for whom a life that is comprised of sorrow, emptiness, and 

extraordinary anguish, becomes insupportable, they exit from this human circumstance by their own 

hand. 

          And if the plight of those who dwell in these society’s basements of impoverishment is appalling, 

the contemporary circumstances of the middle-class are not a significant improvement. Declining 

median incomes, stagnating wages, and evaporating jobs, are cumulatively eroding both the material 

platform and psychological serenity of this segment of our fellow Americans. 



          Moreover, the supreme irony is the financial circumstances of those who have succeeded in 

attaining an asset base which places them in the upper-middle class and beyond, (with the exception 

of the miniscule numbers who comprise the apogee of our pyramid of wealth). 

          The intensifying pressures to retain their privileged status in an economy that continues to shed 

employees and reallocate to ever fewer senior executives in the corporate and financial communities, 

remuneration packages comprised of salaries, stock options, perks, and retirement incentives that 

dwarf in some instances their average employees income by a multiple of 300, fuels their insecurities. 

          But what you may inquire are the intrinsic circumstances of the tiny number of those citizens 

who reside at the very apogee of the American financial pyramid who by virtue of mammoth 

inheritances or herculean effort have attained residency in this rarefied atmosphere? 

          Surely these individuals who reside in elegant residences with chefs to prepare meals of 

incomparable quality and a retinue of servants who are instantly responsive to any personal request 

must experience a life of blissful enjoyment.   

           Furthermore, this group who are experiencing lives of unparalleled accomplishment and who 

reside at the epicenter of an orbit of professional associates and reverential acolytes, must have 

acquired a peace, contentment, and sense of self-worth, that few others have known. 

           However, for the vast majority of those who occupy those exalted locales at the pinnacle of 

these corporate and financial institutions, a quite different and in fact regrettable dynamic 

characterizes the fundamental essence of their awareness.  

          Many of them who have devoted extraordinary effort in their quest to become CEO’s of these 

corporate behemoths, or in postures of a rabid entrepreneurialism have created companies that 

through their unrelenting efforts now reign supreme in their respective areas of commercial activity, 

are propelled toward these heights as the result of enormous insecurities and nuclear family 

pathologies.  

          These disease syndromes have produced self-images that are deformed and reflect a primary 

sensibility of self-loathing, and an unremitting sense of inadequacy and deficiencies that often relate 

to physical characteristics of homely countenances, diminutive stature, and anemic or corpulent 

physiognomies. 

           Thus, what frequently fuels their desire to succeed is the transcendent need to demonstrate to 

detractors  that their assessments of their abilities were flawed, and their predictions of failure or 

mediocre destinies were in error. 

           In the final analysis their vindication will be derived from their triumph to amass personal 

fortunes that exceed those other plutocrats, who are also engaged in the ruthless and all-consuming 

exertions to ascend to an ever more rarefied status on the holy grail of annual financial rankings, the 

Forbes 400. 



           It is these rankings in their view which will demonstrate to other captains of industry and the 

general public the accomplishments for which they are responsible, and thus empirically demonstrate 

to all their superiority and the incomparable qualities they represent and embody.  

           When this infinitesimal community resides virtually alone on the apex of Mount Olympus, do 

they then experience a sensibility that is joyous, passionate, creative, populated with loving family 

relationships, and substantive and rewarding sources of  friendship, that nourish their capacities to 

become empathetic, selfless, compromising, and affectively vibrant? 

           Regrettably, in most instances they assuredly do not experience that marvelous eventuality. For 

as the individual expedition progresses of those who are compelled to demonstrate their fundamental 

self-worth exclusively by the accumulation of wealth and the influence that flows from it, the traits of 

solipsism, self-absorption, narcissism, and obsessive-compulsive behaviors, as well as arrogance, 

contempt, and condescension, become ever more entrenched and preeminent as the central 

hallmarks of their consciousness and behavior. 

            Continuing forays into episodes of alcoholic and pharmacological excess to anesthetize the 

isolation and boredom and emptiness of life in their palatial but sterile residences, recur with 

frequent regularity.   

          Often in the quest to resuscitate a meaningful and substantial sensorial dynamic, repetitive 

immersion in sadomasochistic practices in which orgasmic and violent rituals commingle, are recurring 

requisite activities within their sexual involvements.  

            However, the most tragic and cruel irony about the lives of those who are committed to this 

mode of existence is that regardless of the magnitude of wealth they acquire it is never sufficient to 

satisfy their appetites, or silence the insatiable demons that reside in their consciousness. 

           It is patently impossible in the material realm to achieve the conversion of a state of frantic 

desperation and alienation into a sentient status in which serenity, Agape, and the joy of a leisurely 

immersion in human fellowship emerges.  

          Moreover, the profound yearnings and self-exploration of the wounds and vulnerabilities of an 

experiential compilation, in the both the past and current segments of their life, will continue to elude 

them as well in this physical environment. 

        The conversion of which I speak can only be accomplished through either spiritual or 

psychological processes and protocols. Within the clinical realm the arduous efforts to confront and 

neutralize their pernicious, false, and horribly negative self-perceptions, is achieved with the 

continuing assistance of a skilled therapist, initially in exploring the content of the individuals 

unconscious where these atrocious messages and warped notions reside.  

         These communiques of misinformation have frequently been placed there over decades of 

reiteration by parents who themselves have sustained substantial scarring and cognitive deformities, 

as the result of the nuclear family environment in which they were reared. 



           Subsequent to this investigation are attempts at behavioral modification implemented to 

remediate the self-destructive patterns of activity in which these individual are ensnared. In the 

absence of a successful intervention by clinicians or by continuing immersion in a program of spiritual 

enlightenment, the intergenerational transmission of pathologies continues ad nauseam, ad 

infinitum. 

          However, within such spiritual practices as those found in twelve steps fellowships, ever-

lengthening sobriety often produces beyond abstinence from drug or alcohol use, a mentality of 

substantial and warranted self-regard. 

           It is as the result of the implementation of these steps in daily behavioral actions and the 

cognitive alternations which are possible by the retrieval of sanity, and the crucial task of invoking the 

assistance of a capability which transcends their personal resources, that this spiritual transformation 

is enabled. 

         In addition, it is by the application of these modalities that the toxicity of self-loathing is 

supplanted by the awareness that we are deserving of self-esteem, intrinsically by virtue of our 

inherent status as sentient beings, as well as by the recognition that our conduct has been 

transformed from exploitive, manipulative, narcissistic, contemptuous, and self-absorbed, to a 

pattern of interacting with others that is customarily considerate of their priorities and concerns. 

          Moreover, this interpersonal modality is also kind and respectful in tone and tenor, and reflects 

a continuing desire to be of service to our fellows in a selfless manner, seeking no recompense other 

than the recognition that these acts of kindness produce an extraordinary sense of well-being and  

contentment, which far exceeds the pleasure they derive from any efforts predicated on self-seeking 

or ego inflation. 

          The fundamental truth of the human experience is the sublime irony that the greatest happiness 

we can experience is attributable not to those efforts which seek as their objective  the augmentation 

of rewards or accomplishments for ourselves, but rather are derived from the actions we undertake to 

assist our fellow human beings. 

           Those attempts to both mitigate the suffering they are experiencing whatever its causes, and 

augment their opportunities to live fulfilling and meaningful existences, is the primary source of our 

contentment. It is in these acts that salvation and self- -transcendence can be found beyond all other 

locations in the human experience. 

          Unfortunately, the preceding enumeration of the actions of these sociopathic personalities to 

achieve redemption and self-worth, through the accumulation of massive wealth, comprises but a 

fraction of the heinous damage and misery throughout so much of this nation’s social expanse which 

their collective and concerted political and economic agendas produce when implemented. 

          Since the Reagan hegemony the financial sector of our economy has swollen to unprecedented 

magnitudes. Investment bankers, venture capitalists, and hedge fund managers, invest trillions of 



dollars annually to derive in excess of 40% of all profits realized by these American companies from 

such transactions. Among the most prevalent are those that exploit the minute value disparities 

between various sovereign currencies. 

           However, these profits are entirely detached from any social purpose such as the construction 

of factories, infrastructure rehabilitation, and the creation or enlargement of the manufacture of 

products, or the provision of consumer or industrial services expansion. The principal beneficiaries of 

these commercial activities are occupants of the most affluent 1% of our economy. 

          Moreover, graduates from Ivy-League universities who have demonstrated great competence in 

the realm of quantitative modeling and other technical and mathematical and economic capacities, 

are recruited to formulate sophisticated algorithms  which traders on Wall Street deploy in their never 

ending quest to maximize the profits obtained on the sale of derivatives and arbitrage  transactions. 

           In addition, investment offerings containing housing portfolios that relieved the issuers of 

virtually their entire financial obligation should market forces reflect the diminishment of their value 

were enormously popular on Wall Street in the period immediately prior to our recent financial crisis.   

It was this constellation of the previous activities that were among the principal culprits responsible 

for the horrendous negative impact on our economy during the 2008 Great Recession. 

            These moguls ceaselessly proclaim the imperative necessity of sustaining the operation of free 

markets and the companionate necessity of reducing regulatory interference in the functioning of 

these financial systems and processes, and  their army of lobbyists ensure that whatever revision of 

federal tax codes are introduced their obligations to provide this revenue is mitigated by exemptions 

from its enforcement 

          As the result of the global actions of these corporations, tax liabilities are reduced in many 

instances to virtually zero yet their treasuries in foreign nations contain net profits of trillions of 

dollars from their global operations, which they refuse to repatriate because of the “excessive”  levels 

of taxation this transfer to American financial institutions would presuppose.   

            This pattern of resistance continues to occur as our anemic and essentially jobless recovery 

from the debacle of 2008 is exacerbated by the intransigence of Tea Party activists who obstruct all 

legislative initiatives which seek to provide funds for both the creation of jobs and the rehabilitation 

of so much of our public infrastructure, that continues its decline and decomposition. 

           Legislative initiatives emanating from either source of our bicameral legislature that in any 

manner reduces the current advantages or future prospects of these corporate entities are usually 

disposed of in committee, rarely to find their way to the floor of the House or Senate for 

consideration. 

          Should prospective regulatory policies be forthcoming from any element of the federal 

bureaucracy that inimically impacts the economic or political status of their operations, Cabinet 

Secretaries  and the White House will be deluged by those who have contributed so much to the 



coffers of the President’s campaign treasury, and indicate their fierce displeasure about these looming 

alterations in the standards to which they shall be held accountable and the expenditures required to 

effect these improvements. 

          When vacancies occur on the Supreme Court and other Appellate elements of the federal 

judiciary enormous pressures are brought to bear to ensure that those who ascend to these positions 

reflect a primary ideology that is sympathetic to the fundamental constructs and functioning 

dynamics of the hegemony of wealth and power in this nation.  

           Those objectives were achieved during the Bush Presidency by the ascension to the court of 

Justices Alito and Roberts. Their appointments and continuing tenure have been responsible for the  

diminished efficacy of the Civil Rights Act of 1965, and the greatly expanded capacities of corporations 

to contribute to political campaigns as reflected in Citizens United et al. These are among a host of 

equally deleterious decisions that have negatively impacted the agendas which we wish so fervently 

to be actualized. 

           In recent years as a supplement to their national priorities the corporate community and its 

chorus of assent from various institutes and centers, has undertaken a sustained campaign to 

persuade our citizens that the deficits and debt we have incurred must be reduced as well as the 

scope of such federal programs as Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, and all other non-defense 

components of the our annual federal budget. 

            From their vantage point these obligations are onerous burdens  borne by all Americans that 

ultimately must be repaid to our principal creditors, i.e. the PRC, Korea, Japan, and other countries. 

          However, what these scholars at various “think tanks” such as The Heritage Foundation, The 

Hudson Institute, and The Peterson Center For International Economics, fail to convey is that this 

structure of indebtedness has evolved because during the past three decades since the Reagan 

hegemony, neo-conservatives have orchestrated a political process to greatly decrease the legitimate 

tax burdens of the wealthiest citizens and most profitable corporations.  

          Thus, the most affluent individuals and institutions have been substantially relieved of their 

fiscal obligations to their fellow citizens, but were content to permit the expansion of the federal 

budget and the enlargement of various social programs, because the debts that were incurred were 

the responsibility of this government to repay, and not the financial obligations of those plutocrats 

and multinationals who had previously contributed the financial resources to fund these vital social 

initiatives.  

          What has transpired is the transfer to the middle class of greater tax burdens as the wealthiest 

among us have diminished their monetary and civic responsibilities.  

          Among the most egregious offenders of those companies that are in a de facto posture 

transferring their financial obligations to the public treasury are Wal-Mart and McDonalds.  By paying 

part-time employees approximately $8 per hour it is impossible for these individuals to support 



themselves. The response to this travesty is the recommendation by restaurant and store managers 

that these employees obtain a second job, and apply for various federal assistance programs such as 

Medicaid, SNAP, Section 8 Housing Vouchers, etc., rather than providing a living wage and those 

medical, 401k retirement funds, sick days, and vacation periods, that were previously made available 

to American workers as central elements of their compensation packages.  

           Recently a Washington Post investigation revealed that major U.S. banks are imitating these 

practices and that in 2012, these entities though reporting cumulative profits of approximately 141 

billion dollars, encouraged tellers and other employees to apply for befits from various government 

assistance programs. As a result of these efforts almost $1 billion of federal funds were provided to 

these applicants. 

           During the past two decades in the quest for increased profits the obligations to their work 

force of the implicit and explicit agreements that major corporations have historically borne, have 

been slashed or abolished.  

          The grim statistics which reflect the dire financial circumstances of millions of our fellow citizens 

who prepare and serve our food, and display, sell, and deliver, the merchandise we purchase, coexist 

within such companies as McDonald’s whose annual profits are approximately 20% of their gross 

revenues.  

          Members of the Walton family who are Wal-Mart’s  principal owners,  who derive much of their 

wealth  from the commercial transactions that occur in this the nation’s largest enterprise, exceeds 

100 billion dollars.   

          During the recent Thanksgiving holiday season shopping carts were strategically placed 

throughout their stores to which signs were attached that solicited donations of food and other 

consumables to be given to those sales associates at Walmart whose incomes are insufficient to 

support their families. An example of corporate callousness and insatiable greed at its zenith! 

          In the previous half century as the result of unremitting, systematic, and extremely effective 

tactics and strategies, undertaken by both multi-national and medium- size companies to obstruct and 

destroy the legitimate efforts of organizers who seek to unionize many company workplaces, union 

membership in the private sector has declined from 35% at its apex to a current level of 

approximately 7%. 

           As a result the capability of organized labor  to ensure compensation packages and benefits that 

enable employees to enjoy lives within our nation’s middle-class, have been greatly emaciated. As a 

result median wages have stagnated, the value of assets of this class of Americans has declined, and 

the number of those who have descended to residence in the lower classes and to a life of poverty 

now exceeds 15%, one third of whom are children. 

          When apprised of these statistical realities that comprise the current American circumstances, 

many of these executives suggest that the solution to these unfortunate circumstances is greater 



personal initiative and the increasing growth of our economy. Recently, those in the U.S. who have 

been seeking full-time employment (in some instances from 2008, the year that reflects the inception 

of the most destructive and prolonged recession in our history, that in some quantitative measures 

surpassed the devastation caused by the depression of 1929)  exceeded 23 million.  

            According to study of national employment opportunities for each vacant position that exists  

there are three applicants who are seeking employment. Moreover, many of these positions are in 

service industries, part-time, bereft of benefits, and provided the minimum wage as a level of 

compensation. The fact is that these variables that comprise the economic landscape  in the winter of 

2014, are precisely the circumstances that those CEO’s and others within the 1% have intentionally 

created, and prefer to extend as far into the future as is politically feasible.  

          With so many millions in the job market who are desperate for any form of employment 

whatever the wages attached to them, current employees have no choice in the absence of union 

representation, to accept whatever compensation packages are offered. Should they demur and leave 

their positions, replacing them will present no challenge whatsoever. Thus, wages stagnate, benefits 

decline, and of course corporate profits soar. 

          In regard to the chimera of increased growth in both a national and international context, 

mother earth has demonstrated in no uncertain terms that it can no longer support the magnitude of   

planetary development that transpired during the 20th century. 

           Such continuing realities as global warming, the destruction of so much of our forests, and the 

pollution that emanates from coal-burning plants, fossil fuel consumption by our automobiles and 

trucks, cumulatively reflect the destruction of the globe’s capacity to remain viable.  

           However, the most recent pernicious and absurd notion advanced by energy companies, that 

“fracking” poses  no danger to our water tables and the larger question of the purity and depletion of 

underground aquifers of this most precious natural resource, compel us as a society to immediately 

mitigate these environmental malignancies if we wish to remain a self-sustaining planetary 

community.  

          Centuries of growth since the inception of the industrial revolution and the stunted moral 

sensibilities of those who comprise the ruling classes have not been responsible for the reality of a 

more egalitarian distribution of material resources among those within a society. 

           With regard to the American circumstance it has been the insistence of our citizens, the federal 

government, and  organized labor that  a  more equitable distribution of the prosperity  had been 

achieved.  

          To suggest that growth beyond 2-3% annually is possible is an exercise in delusion. Moreover, if 

we are to survive as a human community on this planet at this crucial moment in history the notion of 

growth must yield to the concept of giving birth to and maintaining a sustainable economy and 

culture.  



           Furthermore, we must persuade other sovereign governments throughout the world that to 

aspire to the American dream, is to ensure the failure of that undertaking, and the collapse of those 

eco-systems and planetary life support processes, which will signal the literal conclusion of the human 

experiment on earth, as we ultimately by our volition and our actions commit global suicide. 

           Beyond the exclusively political realm, corporations through the use of “strategic philanthropy” 

frequently contribute to the establishment of various academic programs at our most prominent 

universities. However, the “cost” of these donations is frequently the discontinuance of those courses 

that reflect various perspectives and value judgments that are critical of the predominant ideology 

and contemporary social arrangements, 

         What these titans of industry find especially galling is  the Humanities curriculum, which at its 

epicenter address concerns that  are fundamental to the human experience, i.e. the meaning of our 

lives, the optimal social and cultural structures and processes that are conducive to human 

contentment and self-actualization. 

           Equally objectionable to them is a discussion of our obligations to those among us who are less 

fortunate, as well as the educational and employment opportunities which will produce a society 

where inequality is reduced and conflict is diminished. 

          Among these companies are those who install vending machines in our public schools, to 

dispense such products as soda, snacks laden with fat, sugar, and condiments and containing very 

little nutritional value.  

          These beverages and food products contribute to obesity and the onset in children and 

adolescents of various disease syndromes such as diabetes, and impaired functioning of 

cardiovascular and circulatory systems.  

          These enormously deleterious results derive from the desire of marketing units within Fortune 

500 companies to capture children as consumers from the inception of their educational careers, in 

the hope that they will become addicted to many of the ingredients in these products and thus be 

customers for the duration of their adulthood as well.  

         Major entertainment conglomerates produce films that focus on the supernatural or classical 

tales of heroism that are often suffused in the deafening and pervasive utilization of technology and 

special effects that are incredibly violent and awash in sexual imagery.  

           The effect of these escapist scenarios is to further distract our youth and young adults from the 

opportunity to consider dramatic presentations within the medium of film as an invaluable 

instrument for the resolution of contemporary crises and urgent challenges which demand our moral 

and intellectual engagement. 

           At the very periphery of this industry happily can there can be found a precious few films that 

are foreign or originate from domestic independent film producers  that attempt to address various 



aspects and dimensions of the grim reality that for so many on this planet is the totality of their harsh 

existence. 

           In addition, these auteurs present marvelous cinematic vignettes of poignant and often complex 

and contentious dimensions in which interpersonal relationships are suffused, or the casualties and 

strife that are the result of the clash between democratic aspirations and dictatorial regimes           

         In the realm of that which has recently transpired in our nations’ capitol the ferocity of 

acrimonious relationships between Republicans and Democrats produced a level of dysfunction of our  

political system which triggered the cessation of the operations of government. 

           However, those at the apogee of our society were unconcerned because they are in no manner 

dependent on the crucial programs and services that were diminished or discontinued. 

         Utilizing their vast resources they are capable of obtaining all that is materially required to 

sustain their opulent life styles. It is only when the extremists in the Republican party threaten to 

permit the government to default on its financial obligations, thus provoking a catastrophic global 

crisis in which their wealth and influence would be at grievous risk, do they demand of those who sit 

in Congress because of the billions of dollars that these plutocrats have donated to their campaigns, 

that they act in a responsible manner and increase our national debt limit. 

         To acquire a more definitive and comprehensive awareness of the totality of those actions and 

activities for which many multinational entities are responsible, and the astounding depth and 

breadth of their global influence, I would suggest a review of David Korten’s marvelous publication, 

“When Corporations Ruled The World.” 

         However, the challenges we confront regrettably are not confined to those among the Forbes 

400 who are afflicted with a pathological nuclear family  inheritance and dehumanizing environmental 

circumstances that often require spiritual and psychological responses to remediate. 

           For even those of us who have escaped these dehumanizing legacies and atmosphere, are 

confronted with an additional hurdle that obstructs our quest to translate ethical prescriptions into 

social constructs.   

          The  most pernicious variables that afflict all of our citizens is the ascendant reality of  palpable 

and escalating anxiety, stress, apprehension, and exhaustion, which is attributable to increased work 

schedules and the invasive and omnipresent communication technologies which can be utilized in 

almost any setting,  thus further eroding the separation of the workplace and the sanctuary of home.  

          Furthermore the ferocious insecurities and intrinsic pessimism about both their financial viability 

and that of their families, and the capacity of this nation to revivify both greater equality and 

economic opportunity in the current circumstances, and in the decades that lay ahead, further erodes 

their severely diminished hopes. 



          Beyond the preceding cluster of negative factors is the further atomization of our collective 

awareness which the iPhone, iPod, iPad, Xbox360, laptop, and other mobile computers and 

communication devices are producing. 

           As you sit on any form of public transportation you will observe great numbers of our youth and 

the millennial generation and others who are middle-aged, paying rapt attention to screens where 

violent video games are in progress, or who are both receiving and transmitting messages to business 

associates, and friends. 

          These communiques  reflect the incessant chatter of concerns and involvements that address 

little else but the insignificance of daily rituals, impending social events, the often convoluted 

journeys which contemporary romantic relationships are assuming, petty resentments and 

recriminations, and the frequently cruel and condescending evaluations of the motives and behaviors 

of others.  

          This form of self-absorption when coupled with the corrosive and malevolent forces of an 

entrenched apprehension and material scarcity, makes virtually impossible the calm reflection and 

dispassionate comprehensive critiques of those macrocosmic institutional factors that so influence 

and impinge on our lives and our consciousness. 

          Regaining any capability to engage in a sophisticated and incisive analysis of our contemporary 

macro-institutions is further inhibited by the deluge of multi-media advertising in which we have been 

bathed since our birth.  

          At the forefront of this panoply of electronic subjugation is the medium of television, and more 

recently video games. The content of so much of this programming is violence, rampant sexuality, 

coarse sarcasm, and or saccharine cultural clichés. 

           The advertisements which absorb the production costs of these vehicles are messages and 

images that are obsessed with externalities of beauty, depicting idealized and maximally sexual 

anatomies and techniques to seduce and ensnare the objects of our attention and lust, catalogs of 

products and possessions that will confer exalted social status upon us, and elicit the admiration of 

our friends and professional associates.  

          In the final analysis these tidal waves of micro-marketing, and data accumulation for the 

exclusive purpose of ever-increasing our susceptibility to commercial invitations and our obsession 

with solely the superficialities of material acquisition, have warped and deformed and severely 

diminished the capacity to explore and investigate dimensions of our lives and consciousness that lie 

dormant within our psyche, affect, and intellectual consciousness. 

          Thus do we confront at the center of the regrettable social reality which these forces have 

conspired to produce, ever longer and more stressful commutes between home and the office, as 

affordable housing recedes beyond the boundaries of our nations suburbs.  



          The consumption by Americans in 2012 of $300 billion of anti-depressants, anxiety inhibiting 

prescriptions, and other pharmacological compounds, to enable so many of us to fall asleep and 

remain in a state of slumber in the hope that  our mental acuity and physical vigor will be restored. 

           In addition, we are witnessing the rampant and exponentially increasing use of alcohol and 

recreational drugs to relieve our mental discomfort, and induce states of anesthetized oblivion and 

alcoholic stupor.  

           The practices of psychiatrists and therapists from many disciplines continue to expand 

exponentially as those who experience the continuing disassociation from their fundamental 

humanity and a state of empathetic concern for their fellows seek a clinical refuge.  

           For those who wish to observe as the result of their professional labors, a substantive and 

salutary impact on the lives of the residents of this commonweal, and upon the institutions that 

regulate and control the cultural environment in which they exist, attempts to reconcile these fervent 

aspirations within a therapeutic setting, are fervently pursued.   

          However, many of these  practitioners frequently seek not the fulfillment of these yearnings, but 

rather the ultimate goal of the treatment process as obtaining the patients adjustment and allegiance  

to the contemporary political and economic American paradigm, that is so alienating and enervating  

and whose dominant status continues to be challenged and rejected by growing numbers of our 

population. 

           An additional capability that may very well be summoned in this struggle by those for whom the 

transformation we advocate poses significant threats to their current financial and political positions, 

is the vast apparatus of the national security intelligence agencies.  

           What has been brought into being and is currently being employed principally to gather and 

analyze data from around the globe in order to interrupt and demolish terrorist threats to our nation, 

has also been utilized to engage in a massive surveillance program that far exceeded its original 

mandates. Though the activities and courses of action I am advocating are completely within the 

constitutional rights we as citizens have been afforded. 

           However, the capacity to abuse these federal instrumentalities and engage in illegal spying and  

companionate efforts to disrupt or discredit those individuals and organizations who are involved in 

these efforts to transform this nation is certainly possible, as was the circumstance both within the 

civil rights era and with regard to various leaders and  of the anti-war movement during the Vietnam 

conflict. 

          However, to believe that it is possible in the longer term utilizing the total spectrum of this 

armory of ideological, macro-economic, political, psychological, technological, and pharmaceutical  

capabilities, to contain the explosive energy and voices and intellects of resistance and rejection 

within the national crucible of which we are composed, is to be guilty of a delusionary obtuseness.   



          The transformational activism and intensifying desires of increasing segments of our society who 

wish to resuscitate their moribund souls, resurrect their consciousness, and to proclaim as their 

central credo, the concept that America’s future must reflect the fundamental realities of a society in 

which ethical considerations, equitable cultural institutions, and self-transcendence, will ultimately 

prevail, as the result of a dynamic and unceasing commitment of a growing constituency to the 

realization of this transformational ethos, will eventuality witness the triumph of their efforts.   

            The epicenter of the potential to glimpse and grasp the fundamental inquiry which must be 

addressed if we wish our lives to be purposeful and contain social value, is what precisely is the 

meaning of our existence? 

             The requisite response is that our lives must manifest in some unceasing behavioral regard, 

initially the allocation of our talents and abilities in the service of improving the collective social and 

cultural circumstances in which we find ourselves, that augment the measure of charitable 

contributions to those who are dispossessed among us.  

          The second responsibility we must assume is construct those institutions  and the concomitant 

activism to attain the implementation of these models, in order to amplify the quotient of social 

justice our macrocosmic economic and political modalities embody and emit.  

           In addition there exists a companionate requirement to translate our fullest potentials into   

actions and activities that reflect a life whose muse and gifts are manifest in the joy, Eros, passion, 

artistic creativity, and humor, with which we conduct our daily rounds and rituals. 

          Thus is it in this context of the complete expenditure of all that is our genetic legacy and that 

which we have acquired from our immersion in and exposure to sources of ethical nourishment, that 

we are asked to bequeath as our total contribution to our civilization and our personal development 

and individual evolution. 

           We have completed a major portion of our journey through the perplexing labyrinth and 

confounding maze which we are required to navigate, in order to remove the ideological cataracts and 

peel away normative delusions in which we have been ensnared. 

           Now do we finally enter the inner sanctum of the single most compelling responsibility, the 

quest for self-transcendence.  

          In this frame of reference precisely what is it that constitutes the definition of “self-

transcendence?” It is the attempt to explore as fully as is feasible the objective social reality of our 

lives, with particular regard to  the nature, content, and sources, of the discontent, unhappiness, and 

lack of fulfillment that is present in our diurnal activities.  

           The second element of this activity is the cognitive construction of a prospective alternative 

existence which would fully liberate and empirically actualize our talents, aptitudes, and passionate 

creative impulses. 



           In addition to these efforts a crucial companionate endeavor to isolate and identify those 

cognitive and behavioral patterns that we manifest that are responsible for the suffering we cause 

and the harm we inflict upon our fellow citizens, in our daily interactions with them is an  imperative 

task.  

          For it is through this examination of that which is absent in our existence that causes us great 

consternation, and the unleashing of our muse and our capacities and our fervor, as well as those 

deficiencies of character and ethical deportment that provokes irritation and outrage among others, 

that we may embark upon a professional engagement that will sustain us.  

           Moreover, it is these requisite spiritual and psychological exertions which will liberate us from 

our imprisonments and achieve a life of meaning, purpose, and an impact on those with whom we 

interact that is salutary and uplifting. 

          Subsequent to the completion of this process does it become possible and imperative that we 

begin the effort to transform our lives and our actions to conform to ethical standards that were 

previously cited in the initial portion of this commentary.  

          The final task is to initiate the labor to create those social, economic, political, and esthetic 

involvements, that will stimulate the fullest possible actualization of one’s capabilities and fervor and  

and by so doing significantly augment our sense of self-worth, joy, contentment, and personal 

tranquility. 

 

II. The pragmatic and practical dimensions of implementing the previous vision 

           

           At this juncture of your review of this document many among you will determine that the 

sentiments and prescriptions contained in my presentation, though laudable and relevant to our 

quest to create a more equitable society and humane cultural framework, do not address the critical 

matters that are central to a secular existence in this the second decade of the twenty-first century in 

the American national experience. 

            In this presumption you would be correct. However, it is my intent to commence the 

formulation of this agenda for a personal and a social renaissance in very comprehensive and specific 

terms in this portion of my essay. 

           Perhaps the most critical of considerations regarding this mammoth task of humanizing this 

civilization that we must  address  is the individual who wishes to commit to this  laudable effort and 

the matter of how they might attain and retain in the longer term, a situation in which they and their 

families economic viability is preserved.  



           To withdraw from various involvements in transnational corporate behemoths in order to 

reclaim the potential of participating in a lived experience that is multi-dimensional and self-

actualizing is a crucial first step, but by so doing we are not relieved of our personal financial 

responsibilities to ourselves and our spouses/partners and our children. 

            What are possible destinations for these courageous and  noble pioneers that shall provide 

both the requisite stream of revenue, as well as the organizational structures that are humane, 

innately equitable, and provide  equity positions and profit sharing and a sufficient retirement fund,  

in which a maximally democratic system of administrative supervision is extant? 

            Armed with the results of your self-transcendence  inventory does it become possible to chart a 

course of social entrepreneurialism where you are the master of your economic aspirations. The 

mission statement and strategic plan you formulate will reflect the fullest possible flowering of your 

normative system and the muse you wish to allow  the greatest possible empirical expression.   

             Recently, increasing numbers of incubators in which technical and financial assistance is 

accessible to those who wish to create various enterprises in the realm of technology, biomedical,  

software, and most recently in New York, an incubator to stimulate the pursuit of artistic activity, 

gallery exhibitions, and a commercial viability to support these artists in the longer term have become 

effective functioning entities.  

            These repositories of expertise and monetary resources that can assist individuals in the 

establishment of commercial and non-profit ventures have been established beneath the banner of 

state governments and municipal jurisdictions, as well as under the aegis of private innovators.     

          For those who are predisposed to contribute their intellectual, artistic, financial, or political 

skills, to thousands of existing for profit, not for profit, and non-profit organizations, and public – 

private partnerships, that are addressing any aspect of those efforts required to create a humanistic 

multi-dimensional society, your computer and all the massive troves of information to which it allows 

access  will provide a road map for your journey, and an eventual gateway to your professional future.        

           As your DBA (doing business as) evolves in terms of both revenue and profitability you may wish 

to avail yourself of the Benefit Corporation Statutes that exist in a number of states, that permit 

corporations to consider a matrix of  concerns  in their operations beyond the exclusive matter of 

profitability.  

            Such factors as levels of compensation to employees which permit them to attain a robust 

middle-class status and beyond, to environmental considerations that mitigate negative impacts, to 

the provision of affordable housing for those in your employ who may require it, and a general 

continuing interest in the larger communities in which you are located in terms of their challenges and 

welfare, are among those relevant considerations.  



             By availing yourself of the protections these statutes afford you are insulated from the legal 

obligation of many corporations who must maximize their profits lest they provoke litigation from 

disgruntled investors.  

              In Brooklyn, N.Y. and in other urban areas  a substantial proliferation in the artisanal activities 

of specialty food produce and beverages both alcoholic and non-alcoholic, have been occurring.  For-

profit, not-for-profit, and nonprofit, and community economic development organizations, are 

allocating billions of dollars annually to public-private partnerships, to rehabilitate distressed 

neighborhoods, and create employee-owned and managed companies. 

             These entities  provide both products and services and occupational training programs, as well 

as equipping the unemployed with the requisite skills to obtain jobs that may culminate in a lengthy 

and remunerative career trajectory within  the realm of organizations previously cited. 

          Within the community of individuals who are dedicated to the reform of both corporate and 

political macro-institutions, are those who are  broadening the representation of employees, citizens, 

and unions, on the board of these trans-national entities, for the purpose of  attaining greater 

equitability in the relationship between the compensation levels of senior executives and their 

infinitely more numerous subordinates.  

           In addition their agendas are concerned with the diminution of those corporate activities which 

impact the environment negatively, and are committed to broad and continuing support and 

assistance in and involvement with the communities in which they are situated. 

            Moreover, there is an unceasing effort to insure that employees have access at a very negligible 

financial cost to equity ownership in these organizations, be it in the form of common shares or stock 

options.  

           Beyond the previous initiatives is the crucial matter of democratizing hierarchical chains of 

administrative command, so that employees may exert greater influence over the operations of the 

production processes and service obligations they are expected to discharge.  

          For in the final analysis so much of the alienation and estrangement these individual employees 

experience in the daily performance of their duties, is the fundamental sense of the dehumanization 

they experience and the lack of dominion over their current assignments and the future that awaits 

them in their workplace. 

           An additional aspect of their current discontent is the distribution of the increases in 

productivity which these employees achieve in concert with technological innovations, that are 

allocated disproportionately to senior management. 

          Broader dimensions of political economic and social innovation can be found on such websites 

as Basic Principles For A New Direction, which posits the essential specific actions that are required to  

create an equitable and sustainable economy.  



          Community-Wealth.org presents the crucial forces which are gathering ever-greater momentum 

within local communities, as the result of numerous public initiatives at the municipal and state 

echelons of government, and in unprecedented relationships between anchor institutions and local 

community based organizations such as hospitals and other health care facilities. 

            In these companies equity ownership by their employees is substantial and their impact and 

influence in administrative and operational spheres of its management are significant and continuing. 

          In addition, various organizations, programs, and policies, which link in a bi-lateral posture 

university and community institutions, are stimulating the creation of community wealth and the 

increased abilities of citizens within these areas to attain a responsiveness from local governments, 

that was previously unobtainable. 

          Moreover, beneath the umbrella of the New Economy such entities as the Institute For Policy 

Studies, Economic Policy Institute, The New Economy Working Group, and the Levy Institute at Bard 

College,  are formulating new paradigms of economic development that are local attempts to provide 

alternatives to those models and entities which operate as traditional hierarchical systems.  

          For it is these traditional structures that reflect enormous  inequalities in the wealth and power 

among  those who reside at the apogee of these organizations i.e. the 1% and the financial and 

political capacities of those who comprise the remaining 99%. 

          In the realm of intellectual activity which seeks to supplement and supplant traditional 

structures of public and corporate governance, such groups as the Alliance For Democracy, Center For 

Corporate Policy, Demos, and the Center For Digital Democracy, are vigorously engaged in the 

conceptual creation of new mechanisms, systems, and standards of measurement and evaluation.  

When implemented these entities will remediate the grievous inequities and oppressive character of 

much that comprises the current American social reality. 

           In addition, these organizations will continue the rigorous critical analysis of existing institutions 

that are the ideological impediments that obstruct our progress to a more egalitarian distribution of 

wealth, and the actualization of a vibrant multi-dimensional civilization.  

          One additional component of research, i.e. the techniques to successfully organize impoverished 

communities to transform  our  national consciousness are such entities as META, Political Economy of 

the Good Society, Center for Community Change, Center for Third World Organizing. 

          The preceding enumeration is in no manner exhaustive or encyclopedic, however it does reflect 

both the breadth and depth of the spectrum of effort that is extant in our country. As increasing 

numbers of our citizens engage in the process of ethical inquiry, institutional evaluation, and exercises 

in self-transcendence, their intense unhappiness with their personal circumstances and our cultures 

widening estrangement from those values will be revealed. 

           These liberating concepts which reside at the center of the theologies and the normative 

implications of the systems of philosophy previously cited, will provoke an escalation in the flow of 



those individuals who become refugees from rampant materialism, and the parched soil on which 

competitive relationships, contrived scarcity, and social contentiousness, reign supreme.  

          If you who are reading this document are among those who thirst for a life in which cooperation, 

collaboration, and the individual flowering of your innate gifts and artistic proclivities can attain their 

maximum actualization, in the service of both the collective welfare of your fellow citizens and the 

fullest possible expression of a multidimensional personal existence, your search for those qualities 

has been rewarded.  

           A life composed of joy, passion, Eros, and specific projects and activities that call upon the 

talents, aptitude, and artistic and intellectual resources  which you have been bequeathed, as well as 

a rich network of sustainable and abundant friendships and romantic involvement(s), await you, as 

you commence your engagement with the labors in which so many other citizens are already 

participating. 

          It is my perspective that the most satisfying lives are experienced by those who attempt initially 

to navigate the tributary of self-transcendence, and subsequent to this process to either join with 

other individuals or organizations, or by the establishment of an entity that reflects your aspirations 

and embodies your goals for the exalted purpose of maintaining a continuity and consistent thread of 

behavioral fidelity to the moral principles you have formulated. 

            Moreover, by placing your services in support of some effort among the millions of Americans 

who are currently engaged in the mammoth and unceasing exertions that will require decades to fully 

actualize, i.e. a  homeland in which a vibrant Humanism is extant in every facet of our culture, will you 

experience an unprecedented sense of personal accomplishment. 

        What is so marvelous and sublime about this proposal is that you will derive your financial 

viability from commitments to yourself and your loved ones that are consonant with and dynamically 

propel forward the evolution of our society toward sustainable, equitable, spiritual, and enormously 

fulfilling multi-dimensional lives, within a social atmosphere that honors the mitigation of suffering 

and the construction of those institutions that maximize social justice beyond all else. 

       No longer will you be required in the name of monetary sufficiency to toil at mind-numbing tasks 

in cramped cubicles in multinational corporations, whose preeminent concerns are the maximization 

of profit and the unceasing expansion of its dominion in both a commercial context and through a vast 

and proliferating network of lobbyists, whose continuous quest is to ensure that the macro-political 

institutions that dispense justice, disgorge legislation, and perform tasks of regulatory oversight, 

produce results that are beneficial to the retention of their dominant stature and insatiable 

expansionary appetites be they domestic or global in scope.  

          The normative frame of reference you have created will guide the entirety of your life.  The 

previous estrangement between employment you detest and options that are possible in those 

aspects of your life that constitute social leisure,  volunteer commitments, or enriching or sustaining 



friendships or frequent periods of contemplation, intellectual growth, or artistic self-expression, 

physical exercise, and entertainment events, will evaporate.  

         What shall replace that schism is a cumulative consciousness that is not fragmented but 

integrated, not beset with exhaustion, apprehension, unrelenting stress, but tranquility, and the 

space and chronology to examine and explore the path you have charted and the consequences of 

your actions. 

           No longer shall you be  encumbered with the preoccupation of wealth accumulation and social 

climbing, but the opportunities to serve others and give expression to the fullest manifestation of 

your muse that currently lies dormant 

           Nor shall you be enmeshed in manipulations to deceive or exploit, but behaviors that 

enfranchise and empower. Ultimately, as your life draws to a close it will be possible to consider in 

retrospect an existence that by every conceivable matrix of evaluation will be deemed by you and so 

many of your fellows, as a reflection and manifestation of the most exalted moral consciousness and 

the behaviors and material contributions that are their extension. 

           Thus will the undeniable truth of your labor that has elevated  the society in which you have 

participated so meaningfully, and in the content of the personal sphere of your evolution, both 

spiritually and esthetically throughout your journey in the lived experience, be fully demonstrated. 

          Do the previous elements of this commentary suggest that what awaits is a utopia? Of course 

not. This task will require the efforts of millions of Americans who address and confront various 

aspects and facets of this herculean endeavor, throughout the course of much of their lives.  Will they 

experience failure, disappointment, and slender incremental victories when they can be attained? 

Absolutely.  

          This labor is arduous, often asymmetrical,  and frequently demoralizing. It will reflect uneven, 

undulating, and intermittent, rhythms, of progress and retrenchment. The path to the objective of a 

transformed national culture will not be linear nor exhibit an unbroken teleological ascendancy.  

          There are arrayed against these objectives extraordinarily powerful forces who will exert the 

totality of their manifold resources to retain the status quo.  However, to not engage in this campaign 

to rescue the soul and normative and institutional components of our society, is to relinquish our 

future to a destiny that will contain as its hallmarks the further rending of our social fabric, the grim 

and brutal continuing disintegration of our political and economic capacities to provide processes and 

results that are socially just.  

         In these circumstances the eventually that awaits us is a nation that will  implode from the 

intensity of these ferocious dynamics,  and we shall  recede beneath the waves of history as a tragic 

footnote that shall bear witness to a society that dissolved  because it discarded its moral compass, 

and forsook the noble foundational precepts upon which it was created. 



        This website is dedicated to the proposition that we the populace of the United States represent 

a collective volition and an extraordinary array of skills and talents and experience that cumulatively 

can retrieve our country from a disastrous destination and thus alter its current course, if we fully 

deploy our expertise and our resolve. 

           Its primary purpose is to assist those of you who wish to be about this glorious and imperative 

task of stimulating the evolutionary metamorphosis of this nation, or to those who are already 

engaged in these efforts. 

        It is my intent on a weekly basis to present to the readers of this unfolding exercise in social 

inquiry and exploration, an insight into the various projects, scholarship, theoretical formulations, and 

paradigms of innovation. 

            In addition I shall introduce to this readership those substantive and incisive critiques that exist 

to further the democratization of our political instruments in the arenas of community economic 

development, and within the precincts of spiritual and psychological practices, that both push forward 

the frontiers of these disciplines, and demonstrate additional techniques and mechanisms that 

promote objective personal examination and self-transcendence.  

       It is my hope that among the breadth of topics presented their will appear an activity or event,  

that will provoke your interest and stimulate your involvement in some aspect of what it is we are 

about.  

          Furthermore, It is my belief that on frequent occasion other websites and sources both literary 

and electronic that I cited earlier will unveil various approaches and insights and epiphanies, that are 

worthy of further consideration, and I shall provide the addresses of these websites or other sources 

that may be contacted to acquire a fuller understanding of these issues and investigations, should the 

reader wish to pursue these developments further. 

         This website respects no boundary between disciplines nor does it observe or affirm the value of 

inserting artificial or arbitrary cognitive barriers that obstruct the comprehensive scope of our 

consideration. 

           This continuing exercise in intellectual revelation has no interest in specialization or quantitative 

aspects of data accumulation. Rather it’s fundamental purpose is to resuscitate our cognitive 

capabilities, in order that we may address the central questions of our personal existence and the 

social organism in which we live, to formulate a normative predicate upon which we shall construct a 

strategic plan for our lives and for that of our nation. 

           These exertions shall be undertaken in the service of actualizing both a personal existence and a 

social commonweal that by their existence exemplifies that which is most noble and fulfilling about 

the configuration of the human experience. Let us be about this task! 

       One final note on which to conclude this inaugural preface to our efforts.  Though I am certain 

that this communique and those that ensue shall provoke intense sentiments regarding their validity 



or lack thereof, and I sincerely welcome your comments, reactions etc., to these weekly editions, the 

sole request I wish to convey about your contributions to this evolving publication is that you 

undertake these efforts in a tone and tenor of civility and respect, if not for the substance of these 

journalistic installments, then for the individual(s) who are responsible for their formulation.  

         Profanity, gratuitous insults, ad hominem attacks, and similar vocabularies of disrespect of the 

authors and their expositions will be removed from this site. I would hope that all readers would 

recognize the validity of these concerns and be responsive to them. Moreover, I am of the opinion 

that those of you who are attracted to this effort and periodically review its contents are intellectually 

most capable of expressing your views in a language that is insightful, persuasive, and yet civil.  With 

this sole caveat let us become allies and confederates in this great adventure to transform ourselves 

and this nation, and let us commence this glorious campaign today! 

       

 

         

 

        

           

           

           

          

 

             

           

           

           

           

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

          

 



      

         

 

 

     

      

      

      

      

           


