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I. AN ABBREVIATED AUTHBIOGRAPHY 

 

In August of this year it is my expectation to celebrate my 75th birthday. This event coincides with 
the acknowledgement within the American automotive community of the identical lifespan of a 
national icon, the Jeep. 

There is much that is comparable between myself and the essential character of this mode of 
transportation that has since the advent of the Second World War and in successive conflicts as well 
as in a civilian capacity, provided so much to the American military and millions of our citizens as a 
mode of extraordinarily reliable and inexpensive mobility, that was indispensable to the 
accomplishment of both governmental missions & personal chores. 

Rarely if ever did this vehicle falter or malfunction though it was frequently subjected to enormous 
abuse and extreme conditions whether meteorological or from weapons of war, in the quest to 
destroy its capacity to support the movement of men and material inherent in both military 
campaigns and the plans and designs of men and women through travel and relocation, to improve 
the quality of their lives. 

 What I may legitimately assert about the fundamental nature of my persona and my sensibilities is 
that they reflect the robust and vibrant operation of a quartet of central characteristics that mirror 
those qualities previously attributed to the Jeep vehicle. 

At the epicenter of my value commitments to the human community are the following irrevocable 
vows:    

1.  That inherent in the Prophetic tradition of my faith is my obligation to practice “Tikun-
Olam” i.e. to repair those tears in the fabric of a society in which I reside, and by so doing 
mitigate the quotient of social injustice which exists therein. 
 
The companionate duty with regard to these unceasing efforts is that they are my 
responsibility to discharge because “If not me, who?”  “If not now, when?” (Rabbi Hillel, a 
biblical scholar whose Old Testament elucidations were incomparable). 
 

2. That it is incumbent upon me each day of my life to bring to my interactions with all others, 
a vigorous and encompassing awareness of those spiritual principles that undergird my 
program as a recovering alcoholic, within the fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
 

3. That my term of service in the U.S. Marine Corps though long ago expired, does not exempt 
me from the responsibility to provide in whatever manner may be required at various 
intersections of my life, the qualities of leadership to my fellow citizens. 
 
 At the heart of this quality  demands the mobilization of a moral, intellectual, and physical 
direction and energy, that is unrelenting, indefatigable, and indomitable, in its pursuit of 
those crucial goals and objectives that will by their accomplishment, greatly impact our 
society in  a salutary manner. 
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4. That the “pedagogy of the passionate and brilliant” that were accessible  during my tenure as 
a student at Alfred and Brown universities were incomparable gifts, which both sharpened 
the scalpel of my logic and enriched with its profundity and breadth, the intellectual 
reservoirs upon which I may draw in the service of stimulating human progress. 
 

What has provoked my interest in this the winter of 2016 in formulating  this strategic 
paradigm and the concomitant plan and process for its implementation, is my perspective as 
a spectator viewing with horror and disdain so much of what comprises the various 
campaigns of those candidates who in our quadrennial  ritual, are seeking to succeed Barak 
Obama when his term in office expires in 2017. 

 
From those on the right narcissism and policies for the reestablishment of an imperial state, 
nativism, religious discrimination, and the traditional recommendations to repeal programs, 
reduce taxes, and diminish the regulatory capacity of the federal government, are the chief 
pronouncements that are incessantly reiterated, from those who embrace a conservative 
ideology.  
 
On the left we learn of a candidate who has been the recipient of enormous sums from 
Super PACS and from mammoth corporations, be they private financial companies or major 
public entities, who have in addition paid enormous sums to the former Secretary of State, 
i.e. six and seven figure amounts, to hold private discussions with their senior executives, or 
address these groups. 
 
Another candidate on a related ideological perch suggests that the content of a democratic 
socialist ideology will provide among other forms of governmental largess college educations 
at no cost, and gratuitous health care for all citizens. 
 
Though in some partial regard the candidates who are seeking the Democratic nomination 
espouse principals that resonate more positively than their Republican counterparts, the 
possibilities of any of the policies which Hillary Clinton or Bernie Sanders support of being 
enacted into law by the Republican congress which presides on Capital Hill, are virtually 
non-existent 
 
These Congressmen and women will  be returned to office by  a majority of the voters this 
autumn because of the substantial contributions by corporate constituents  to their coffers, 
that are required to triumph in these electoral contests. 
 
They will be reelected  more importantly due to Gerrymandering because so few seats are 
genuinely competitive. As a result almost all incumbents will remain the representatives of 
their constituencies for an additional two year period. 
 
Moreover, what is perhaps the greatest tragedy in my view about the contemporary colloquy  
is the virtual total absence of any discussion of policies, programs, or governmental activity,  
that contains the potential to  ameliorate  in any efficacious manner, the plight of the 
approximately 50 million of those who are incarcerated in the financial basements of this 
society. 
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As a result, I have determined that if a comprehensive, systematic, and  totally integrated 
plan of a strategic character and content are to be formulated, then it must fall to others who 
possess both the experience and expertise and passionate fervor in these arenas, to commit 
their energies and resources to this task.   
 
This document is the attempt of those at the Center For Humanistic Global Initiatives and 
others who have labored in numerous fields of community economic development, and 
associated disciplines and endeavors for many decades, to explicate a blueprint that when 
fully implemented will provide  our society’s exit from impoverishment. 
 
In addition, this undertaking will contain both the normative frame of reference, the 
institutional structures, as well as the policy and programmatic initiatives and inter-
institutional relationships and obligations of this plan and process, that will at its culmination   
truly transform those areas of destitution into thriving middle class communities. 
 
 

II.   RECENT ACTIVITIES AND AN AUPICIOUS HISTORICAL MOMENT PROVIDE   
UNPRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITIES 

 

During the waning years of the Clinton hegemony and at infrequent moments of the subsequent 
Bush presidency, and most certainly throughout the entirety of the Barack Obama’s tenure, we have 
witnessed primarily at the local levels of our society i.e. municipal neighborhoods and rural locales, 
the prolific establishment of numerous initiatives that were created to address the imperative task of 
revitalizing and rehabilitating neighborhoods of destitution and hopelessness. 

These innovative undertakings derived from two principal acknowledgements. The first was that due 
to the gridlock and acrimony which was extant in Washington, the attainment of any substantive  
agreement between the Executive and Legislative branches relative to policies or programs, to 
address impoverishment  was beyond the capacities of those involved. 

The second recognition was the legal obligation and the political requirement irrespective of party 
affiliation or ideological frames of reference, to balance budgets and be responsive to the will and 
concerns of their constituents. 

 The increasing populations who were clinging to a viable life by the most slender of material 
threads, were the result of increasing inequality, technological innovations, and the continuing 
onslaught of globalization, as well as the flow of undocumented workers from our neighbors to the 
south,  which suppressed the wages of those fortunate enough to be gainfully employed. 

However, in addition to these factors to remediate the plight of the poor in these areas, was the 
evolving desire among many elements to create and implement initiatives that were comprehensive 
in character, and provided as well for a role/ involvement of  community residents in the design and 
operation of these endeavors. 

Beyond all else this was not a dynamic of epistemological paternalism imposed upon the poor, but 
rather was an organic, continuous,  exercise in which decision making mechanisms and the 
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determinations of those bodies, reflected the will and desires of all participants, in a posture of 
collegial and egalitarian deliberation. 

What had previously obtained in these partnerships were the subordinate participation of municipal 
government and the dominance of the business community,  which invariably produced results that 
were beneficial to those in the private sector. 

Moreover, these decisions were frequently detrimental to community residents whose lives were 
uprooted or further materially compromised by the evacuation of businesses and the concomitant 
loss of jobs these relocations produced, as these major commercial enterprises sought residence in 
those locales  where wages were more modest and environmental standards less intrusive. 

What has replaced the preceding paradigm is one in which such entities as community residents are 
central to these proceedings. In addition, community foundations and other philanthropic 
organizations, nonprofit “anchor institutions” and most importantly the inclusion of community 
based business enterprises, who play a central role in these activities, are vital participants. 

In cities such as Philadelphia, Cleveland, Seattle, Chicago, etc. often under the aegis of newly created 
offices of economic opportunity that reside beneath the direct purview of the Mayor, an 
unprecedented breadth of policy and programmatic innovation is being instituted. 

The collaborators who contribute to these projects and their successful efforts to revitalize and 
rehabilitate  destitute neighborhoods, utilize various strategies and permutations such as Anchor 
Procurement, Enterprise Development, Ecological Imperatives, Financing Instruments, Enlightened 
Real Estate and Land Use policies, and Workforce programs. 

These macro-economic tools have funneled procurement streams of revenue from major nonprofit 
institutions such as hospitals and universities, community foundations, and government purchases, 
to community based business enterprises, to obtain a portion of the products and services these 
entities annually require to function. 

In addition, they have provided incubators to both house and stimulate the expansion of  
cooperative ventures, as well as to increase the magnitude of employee ownership of the equity of 
which these  companies are composed. 

Moreover, within the environmental realm these actions promote energy efficiency, augment the  
recycling of various materials, stimulate the creation and expansion of renewable sources of energy, 
and create food hubs. 

In partnerships with CDFI’s, banks, and pools of investors, these municipalities have established 
loan funds and provided equity investments, and introduced into these areas ethical banking 
ordinances and regulations. 

Through the vehicle of joint ventures enlightened investor groups who join with local governments 
are strengthening equitable land development by designating spaces for use as urban gardens, 
community land trusts, and land banks. 

As the result of the intimate and continuing coordination of workforce development programs 
particularly designed to equip community residents who must surmount  various barriers to 
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employment, these successful efforts are creating pipelines for those individuals to secure 
employment opportunities. 

The preceding realities are reflections of a body of principles which embody the approach that has 
taken root and continues to flourish and prosper throughout  our nation, since their operational 
inception approximately twenty years ago. 

At the heart of these propositions are the following value predicates which is to create and 
perpetuate an inclusive, sustainable community economy where all can prosper – particularly those who have 
historically been excluded from participation. This system can be defined by seven key drivers: place, ownership, 
multipliers, collaboration, inclusion workforce, and system. 

For a more detailed exploration of both the strategies and principles to which I refer in this 
document, I commend you to an excellent publication which was released in November 2015, by 
The Democracy Collaborative, Cities Building Community Wealth,  co-authored by Marjorie Kelly and 
Sarah McKinley. 

It is the existence of the unprecedented spectrum of individual and institutional actors who are 
engaged in and committed to the success of these efforts, as well as the extensive and unique 
continuum of innovative  initiatives and strategies that are currently deployed, that fuels my 
optimism about these procedures and processes. 

In addition, it is the empirically measurable progress they have thus far attained, that more than any 
other single factor augurs well for the ultimate accomplishment of transforming destitute 
communities into viable neighborhoods. 

However, the rhetoric of “transformation” and the lexicon of the “revitalization” or “rehabilitation” 
of either regions or nations no matter their power to stimulate their actualization, are no substitute 
for  a comprehensive, fully rendered, multi-tier, multi-year strategic paradigm/plan, to obtain the 
realization of those goals. 

Thus, in my view have we arrived at the heart of the contemporary dilemma which afflicts those of 
us who are participants within what I choose to characterize as the “catalytic” cohort in the U.S.; 
and there are tens of thousands of us and hundreds of organizations that comprise this crucial 
component of our collective and fervent aspirations to create a more socially just culture. 

From the articulate voices of those gathered in community meetings and governmental discussions, 
and those who are drawn to these moral and enlightened political callings, there has not  been 
formulated a  single politically feasible document that explicates the entirety of either the  character 
or dimensions of those variables that imprison these neighborhoods in poverty. 

Nor even more  critically has a blueprint been formulated as a subsequent exercise, that fully 
explicates the structure, content, resources, and chronology, by which those objectives shall be 
accomplished, to permanently  release these residents from the grip of destitution. 

To those who assert that community wealth building strategies are the vehicle and mechanism by 
which these sorely blighted ghettos may be transformed, I say I am in complete agreement. 
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To others who contend that their continuous expansion shall enable an escalating capacity to 
provide an increasing percentage of the products and services that anchor institutions  require to 
operate, you will find me in support of this perspective as well. 

And to the contingent who wish the enlargement of the network of individual and institutional 
actors within a community as well as the perpetual provision of governmental and private financial 
and technical resources to accelerate that process,  I too am among those who devoutly wish for 
these contributions and involvements. 

However, while I advocate for the preceding agendas, I am ferociously desirous of placing these 
actions and activities within a strategic and programmatic context that will maximize both the speed 
and cost-effectiveness with which these transformations will proceed. 

Furthermore I believe that the most judicious and prospectively successful approach to this process 
is to undertake the following sequence of both action and inquiry, i.e. one that both poses and 
provides responses to the following agenda of interrogatories: 

Though arbitrary what are the geographic boundaries that circumscribe this area? 

 What are  the characteristics and variables that are indications of  destitution and blight? 

 What are the quantitative dimensions of those factors? 

What is the paradigm that represents in both its qualitative and quantitative entirety, the successful 
conclusion of the transformation of this neighborhood into a middle-class environment? 

What comprehensive agenda of amelioration must be formulated and implemented to ultimately 
eradicate these manifestations of poverty? 

Within this strategic plan what institutions, policies, programs, activities, must be created and 
become fully operational to fashion an exit from poverty? 

To which organizational entities shall various responsibilities of this agenda be assigned? 

What magnitude of financial resources is required to complete this transformation? 

What is the estimated time frame in which this protocol can be realized? 

It is within these parameters and in pursuit of the goal of the eradication of poverty within these 
neighborhoods, that the totality of what constitutes the concept and dynamic of “community wealth 
building” must occur. 

The various subcomponents of this strategy must be subordinated to achieving the maximum 
impact in the most cost-effective manner possible, and within the most abbreviated time frame that 
is feasible, for though they  are the means to an end, they are not the end in and of itself. 

The transcendent rationale and justification for this exercise i.e. community wealth building is to 
accomplish the eradication of poverty in its totality in this geographical demarcation. 

The attainment of that objective is the raison d’etre that prompted the formulation and 
implementation of  the resources committed to this endeavor,  and not as a forum for the 
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demonstration of the ingenious and novel policies and programs of urban planners, municipal 
officials or any other individuals or institutions who are engaged in these efforts. 

In the absence of this paradigm and the quantitative measures that it encompasses, the continuous 
exercise of the dynamic of community wealth building is both greatly diminished in its efficacy, and       
simultaneously deprived of the construct  to determine when their efforts have succeeded and their 
labors are no longer required. 

Most human endeavors and surely those within the realm of contemporary activities to eradicate 
poverty, must commence with a point of embarkation and the conceptual structure of a future 
material environment that is the optimal conclusion of this arduous, multi-year task.  

For it is this vision of the nature and content of  the dream’s fulfillment that is the incentive that 
calls people to expend the blood, sweat, tears, and the intellectual and financial resources as well, to 
translate this vision utilizing the blueprint that they have constructed, to trudge the path to both a 
joyous destiny and a vastly improved human ordering of a society that awaits them. 

However, it is not simply the absence in so many of these community wealth building exercises of a 
strategic paradigm/plan that is nonexistent, it is in addition the fact that the universe of financial 
resources that have been committed to these programs are but a scant fraction of the funds required 
to in any meaningful manner obliterate these conditions in a national context. 

In fact given the miniscule monetary resources of these audacious attempts to improve the lives of 
the destitute, there is in the present quantitative dimensions a cruelty at work regarding the false 
hope that at its present level of funding, these policies and projects will ever be capable to fully 
succeed in the transformation of this society. 

By remaining mired in the inherent inadequacy of these efforts and the consequent perpetuation of 
the misery and deprivation which these circumstances exert  on the overwhelming majority of these 
residents, the accumulation of the grievances and delays and disappointments in both the pace and 
magnitude of these endeavors, is a most virulent form of cruel and inhuman punishment. 

Moreover, due to the snail’s pace of these endeavors  a simmering  rage and a combustible mixture 
of profound dismay may explode in violent gestures, as residents come to view this activity as yet 
another deceitful cosmetic fraud that has been perpetuated by local governments and institutions 
that represent the elites in these municipalities. 

Though the range of financial commitments is imprecise, it shall serve for our purposes to select an  
annual income level of approximately 40 thousand dollars to  provide for a family of four in a 
minimally adequate manner. 

Once again in the most crude mathematical terms with a current poverty population of 
approximately 50 million of our citizens, the total annual allocations of two trillion dollars would be 
necessary to achieve this objective. 

This enormous sum represents approximately 10% of the 20 trillion dollar value of all goods and 
services, assets, and the entirety of the components of the spectrum of material resources extant in 
our society. 
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To think that a coalition of support among the various constituencies in which these funds reside, 
and among the majority of our citizens is possible to obtain the annual provision of two trillion 
dollars to fuel the activities required to eradicate poverty, is ludicrous and patently absurd. 

However, the strategic paradigm/plan we are constructing does not anticipate these allocations, nor 
do we seek in the longer term their continuation. 

At the heart of our labors and the numerical formulas which undergird them, is a distinct departure 
from these prospective requests and the traditional  approaches to which these funds have been 
apportioned. 

The fatal flaws in these tactics which seek the eradication of poverty  in the U.S. are two in number. 

The initial flaw  given the numerous and intense conflicts that are extant in this nation relative to 
interest groups and lobbyists and the objectives they pursue,  that a majority would coalesce and 
collectively advocate for the use of these resources toward this objective, is beyond any realistic 
contemplation of political possibility. 

However, in the virtually impossible prospect that the national will could be summoned to 
accomplish this objective, it would be impossible on a continuing basis and more significantly would 
not represent the solution to providing an exit from destitution to those who are imprisoned within 
its grasp. 

The strategic formulation we fervently advocate proceeds from the imperative commitment to the 
following proposition; that  those resources that are appropriated  must be dedicated to the creation,  
support, & evolution of the capacities of COMMUNITY BASED COMMERCIAL 
ENTERPRISES. 

For it is in the course of their journeys toward the status of substantial business entities, which if 
properly managed, in terms of achieving both profitability and the continuous increment of revenues to ultimately 
provide the entirety of the products and services which the anchor institutions require in these and adjoining locales, will 
fuel in some central regard the programs and initiatives to systematically convert those major elements of the paradigm 
that has been formulated at the inception of this exercise into social reality. 

Though this entity is the most efficacious instrument of economic revitalization,  it does not relieve 
all other participants of their roles and responsibilities; e.g. the continuing commitment of funds to 
enhance municipal services, the uninterrupted allocation of the monetary resources of philanthropic 
institutions to realize various objectives relative to educational institutions,  recreational options, and 
other aspects of  the enrichment of this neighborhood’s cultural amenities. 

In addition, the current participation of various public-private partnerships and for profit entities 
regarding the creation of regional agreements and arrangements, in which community based 
commercial enterprises, must not be abrogated. 

Whatever state or federal funds that are flowing to these entities must be retained and where  
financially and politically feasible, be augmented. 

For it is the current breadth and depth of the numerous actors both private, philanthropic, public 
and nonprofit, as well as governmental that in the final analysis must be vigorously and unceasingly 
engaged, if the objective of poverty’s abolition is to be achieved. 
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Beyond all other singular aspects of this process, it is the inclusion and participation of the 
community residents who have in previous experiments of revitalization/rehabilitation been ignored 
or prohibited from any substantive or meaningful role in these programs/initiatives, that is most 
imperative. 

Among  the most  significant results these activists in these community wealth building innovations 
have secured are: 

1. Wage and salary compensation increases  (in some instances) due to Co-op membership of 
60%. 

2. A 13% reduction in utility rates when the these entities were municipally owned. 
3. Foreclosure rates of homeowners within a community land trust setting that was but 10% of 

those who were involved in conventional financial mortgage arrangements. 
4. Employees in companies where ESOP’s are provided are 220% larger than the amounts 

reflected in the retirement accounts of traditional companies. (Cities Building Community Wealth 
pg.23) 

But it is the mechanism of the community based commercial enterprises and the revenues and 
profits it realizes that  IN PERPETUITY,  will serve as the irreplaceable source of those funds to 
translate the strategic paradigm of a middle class future utilizing the strategic plan and chronology 
which has been formulated, into reality. 

In the final analysis  the economic viability of this neighborhood shall be established and retained 
due to SELF-SUSTAINING,  COST EFFECTIVE, AND PROFITABLE, COMMERCIAL 
ENTITIES, that are derived from focused disciplined labor of those who dwell in this community. 

When that reality is finally obtained  in a decade of concentrated  and maximally cost-effective 
exertion, the promise which this nation’s founding fathers proffered to all who resided herein will 
have been actualized,  as the result of the collaboration of macro-economic institutions and the 
concomitant toil of those individuals within these neighborhoods, to achieve this result. 

 

III. THE SOURCES AND MAGNITUDE OF THE REQUISTIE FUNDS TO 
ACCOMPLISH THIS TASK 

In the recently released budget by the Obama administration for 2017 of four trillion dollars, two 
thirds of this sum is allocated to “mandatory spending” requirements such as Social Security, 
Medicare, Medicaid. 

The element of this document that reflects “discretionary spending” is apportioned to such activities 
as defense/national security, courts, and other programs which require annual congressional 
appropriations.  

In table S-7 which can be found at the very rear of this document we discover that in the projected 
period of 2017– 2026 Social Security will increase by 27%, Medicare will experience a 30% 
increment, and Medicaid will require an additional infusion of funds equivalent to 24% in magnitude 
during this period. 
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Simultaneously, defense expenditures will decline by 19% and all other discretionary spending will 
be reduced by 16%. 

Given these current and evolving fiscal realities  an ever more ferocious conflict among innumerable 
constituencies  to sustain the current levels of support for various programs is anticipated, thus the 
prospect of any but the most meager of allocations to stimulate the process of converting urban 
ghettos or rural enclaves of poverty into middle class communities are slender to non-existent. 

If the federal government given these circumstances is incapable of the appropriation of these 
financial resources, and whatever appropriations from municipal and state governments can do little 
else beyond permitting these community based initiatives to establish audacious experiments in 
economic development, then obviously other sources of monetary assistance must be acquired. 

If the funds required to accomplish the total transformation of these neighborhoods, that are 
currently derived from philanthropic and private sector efforts are miniscule when superimposed on 
the sums that are imperative to effect the social and economic transformation to a middle class 
environment, from whence if anywhere might these dollars be derived? Where indeed? 

These funds may be obtained from a most fortuitous segment of our economy that does not serve 
the interests  of major public companies or very substantial private financial institutions, but rather 
that is fundamentally dedicated  to the economic inclusion of those who have previously been 
excluded from participation in and access to, a life free from material want. 

These entities i.e. community investment institutions, cooperatives, ESOP’s, and nonprofit hospitals 
and universities represent an aggregate magnitude of almost seven trillion dollars. 

Among the subcomponents of these entities which are devoted to an enormously broad spectrum of 
community development policies, programs, and initiatives are the approximately 7,000 commercial 
enterprises with ESOP’s in place, that total $1.1 trillion, distributed among 13.8 million participants.  

In addition, there exist 30,000 cooperatives in this nation whose cumulative wealth is estimated to be 
more than 3 trillion dollars. 

In 2015, 3,690 institutions of higher education owned assets worth $639 billion dollars, and 718 
nonprofit hospitals held title to $1.38 trillion dollars of assets. 

In regard to the 880 community investment institutions i.e. CDFI’s, Credit Unions, and loan funds, 
in the United States were in possession of assets exceeding $63 billion dollars in 2014. 

It is within this community of institutions and organizations that a portion of the requisite financial 
resources for this national endeavor may be found, and in the companionate document that will be 
appended to this introduction, the specific structure, institutional form, and its subcomponents, as 
well as the anticipated sequence of a prospective agenda and procedures, responsibilities, and the 
continuous operational activity it will reflect, will be delineated. 

Suffice it to state at this juncture that this entity;  THE FUND FOR AN EQUITABLE 
AMERICA, will exist to serve two crucial purposes;  to provide both the technical resources and 
monetary capabilities to accelerate the velocity at which community based commercial enterprises 
shall expand their capacities, to provide the entirety of the spectrum of products and services which 
anchor institutions in their respective communities require to operate. 
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It will in addition perform the concurrent function of establishing additional community based 
businesses to supplement these efforts, and the critical simultaneous endeavors to translate the 
Strategic Paradigm/Plan these neighborhoods have formulated to transform these destitute locales 
into middle-class environments, into material reality. 

 

IV.   AN IRREVOCABLE COVENANT TO ERADICATE POVERTY IN AMERICA 

 

Previously in this document, I have explored the various elements of those macro-political and 
economic influences that impact in some substantive regard, on both the discussion about and the 
current initiatives that impinge upon the mitigation of poverty in this nation. 

Included in this analysis were the intensifying conflict between the legislative and executive branches 
of our federal government, gerrymandering and the unlimited capacity to contribute campaign 
contribution to candidates and PAC’s, as well as the exceedingly scarce conversations by our elected 
officials about prospective endeavors to assist the poor in the United States. 

More substantively, the funds which are provided to the poor in our country though partially 
effective in reducing the suffering of those 50 million residents, do little beyond the maintenance of 
their dependency and thus their unceasing status of a perpetual supplicant at the federal trough. 

 Moreover in these unenviable circumstances they are horribly susceptible to the not so tender 
mercies of member of the Congress, and the fickle winds of programmatic fads and temporal 
policies.  

Much of the hundreds of billions of dollars expended for these purposes achieves virtually nothing 
to enable those in these circumstances to either acquire the skills or experience to become gainfully 
employed, nor do there currently exist but a miniscule universe of employment opportunities that 
provide the incomes required to become members of the middle class. 

A comprehensive overview of the current spectrum of major federal anti-poverty programs contains 
the following components: 

 Social Security 

 Medicare and Medicaid 

 Unemployment Insurance 

 SNAP  (food stamps) 

 Housing subsidies 

 Head Start 

 EITC  (Earned Income Tax Credit) 

 Job Training programs (Workforce) 
 

Though the cumulative impact of the preceding sources of federal assistance has been responsible 
for elevating approximately ten million Americans above the federal poverty determination, more 
than 45 million others remain in the basement of the impoverished in the U.S. 
 



13 
 

 If the objective beyond all others is to create and implement those material circumstances in which 
the independent state of financial self-sufficiency becomes possible by virtue of individual effort, 
these programs in and of themselves are doomed to fail. 

In order to accomplish the eradication of poverty, the previous structure of federal assistance must 
be wedded to the creation of numerous collaborations and partnerships that involve unprecedented 
numbers of individuals and organizations as well as unprecedented monetary resources. 

However, the success that many of these innovations have accomplished, represent in some 
statistical regard a magnitude that is pitiful and wholly inadequate by any standard of measurement 
to substantially reduce the numbers of our fellow citizens who are destitute. 

That there exists a most significant community of  organizations i.e. community development 
entities whose primary raison d’etre is to  infuse  monetary and technical resources to assist those 
contemporary efforts in these communities to improve their physical, material, social, and cultural 
circumstances, is among the most important realities of 2016.. 

However, beyond all the preceding facts and analyses the goal of abolishing poverty in the United 
States will not be accomplished unless and until we as society formulate and publically enunciate the 
imperative necessity of creating this social reality. 

Therefore what in our view is a prerequisite that in its singular importance transcends any and all 
other considerations in this prospective endeavor, is the crucial requirement as a society to elevate 
the abolition of poverty in America to the status of a national objective. 

 Integral to this campaign it is crucial to enlist in its membership a spectrum of engagement and 
support from as many segments and constituencies of this country as may be mobilized and 
deployed, in this campaign to eradicate the communities of destitution in the United States. 

We have compiled a most impressive history at points of crises and emergencies and grave 
challenges to our status and security, of successfully responding to those threats and the menacing 
actions of nations, as well as in response to internal forces that could inflict great harm upon our 
populace. 

We mobilized the requisite forces and resources to aid our allies during the First World War, and in 
response to the attacks which compelled a military response to the Japanese and other members of 
the Axis powers during the Second World War. 

More recently when the Soviet Union launched the Sputnik space craft, President Kennedy deployed 
the scientific and political resources to ensure that by the conclusion  of the decade in which these 
events transpired, we would place an American astronaut on the moon,  prior to all other countries 
that were engaged in space travel. 

When terrorists brought down the twin towers in New York and inflicted great damage on the 
Pentagon, a war on terror was declared and the nation responded to this summons with its heartfelt 
support and enthusiastic encouragement to our leaders, to pursue those who were responsible for 
these heinous acts and to ensure our security in some continuing regard, lest a reprise of these 
reprehensible acts be visited upon our shores. 
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So too did we as a nation during the presidency of Lyndon Johnson declare a “War On Poverty,” 
and prior to the reallocation to expand the American commitment in support of the South 
Vietnamese government, were significant federal funds allocated in this national effort which 
accomplished a significant reduction in the numbers of our citizens who lived in conditions of 
poverty 

However, in the intervening four decades between the inception of these programs and their 
discontinuance, and the expanding universe of those who have as the result of the Great Recession 
fallen from the middle class and the enormous financial inequities which are reflected in the 
circumstances of so many of us, the contemporary cultural portrait is of a nation that is bleak and 
unraveling. 

When coupled with the reality that those federal programs that are extant do not furnish pathways 
to self-sufficiency but rather sustain them in postures of barely minimal viability/dependency, the 
tensions and conflicts which these enmities produce have begun to set into motion inimical forces 
that if left unchecked will irreparably destroy the fabric of our social consensus and our country’s 
untroubled continuance. 

What provides a tragically transparent portrait of our contemporary circumstances is the absurdity of 
a presidential campaign that feasts on resentment and prejudice, and has given rise to a political 
vocabulary which is coarse and insulting and is misogynistic and guilty of virulent religious attacks. 

At this moment what is imperative is to summon the American people to declare and proclaim that 
we as a humane and benevolent populace shall no longer tolerate the continued realities which 
torment and degrade the spirit and consciousness of more than 50 million of our fellow citizens. 

So too do we pledge to those  who are beset by the ferocious pressures  which the lack of capital 
triggers and who frequently succumb to the extinction which fate has so ignobly orchestrated, that 
as beneficent and caring beings we shall intervene to preclude this fate. 

In this the year of 2016 as the season of Spring envelops our cities and suburban enclaves and rural 
expanses we must, united in our resolve reinvigorate those promises which were enunciated at the 
founding of this republic. 

We do hereby replenish the sacred commitment  to provide to ALL our citizens the safe and secure 
physical environments, the educational opportunities, and the ladders and elevators which may be 
scaled and boarded by those who are seeking a life of corporeal integrity and an adequate material 
reality. 

 At the very least we must provide for their maintenance  and their families, free from the gnawing 
insecurities in all its manifold and horrific manifestations in which destitution imprisons the human 
persona and soul,  that can eventually deprive them of the will to continue life’s journey in such 
squalid and excruciatingly painful circumstances. 

It is in this spirit and irrevocably wedded to these sentiments that we who comprise numerous 
organizations and who represent many institutions in the realm of the catalytic community of the 
community development universe, are proclaiming our pledge to commence from this day forward 
an unceasing effort to eradicate poverty in this nation once and for all. 
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 Moreover, we do hereby enunciate  a total intent and promise that we shall not rest until our efforts 
and those of our colleagues throughout this nation have accomplished by dint of our herculean 
efforts, the complete eradication of poverty in the U.S. as the result of the fully deployed paradigm 
and strategic plan that we have formulated. 

What follows in the second and final segment of this document is a comprehensive, multi-tier, 
multi-year blueprint, that explicates in significant detail and in substantive description, precisely how 
we intend to marshal and deploy the mammoth resources required to succeed in this effort. 

So too shall we include a compilation of the individual and organizational actors that will be 
engaged, the structure and its sub-components that will provide the leadership and energy required 
to direct and coordinate this plan. 

Also contained within this compendium will  the table of organization that shall reflect the 
functioning and operations of this entity, as well as the budgetary requirements and a chronology of 
anticipated major initiatives, be included. 

 When this document is completed it is my intent to circulate it for comment and review to a 
number of individuals who have been engaged for many years in various facets of the broad 
spectrum of community development activities, and have accomplished dramatic and  successful 
impacts in their respective areas of engagement 

At the conclusion of their analysis the revisions suggested to strengthen this endeavor will be 
incorporated, and those individuals who have agreed to serve in positions of advisory and 
operational responsibility shall be formally introduced to the public. 

These introductions shall be revealed at a press conference in the nation’s capitol where we shall in 
addition unveil the product of our efforts to the American people, and simultaneously commence 
this activity that shall remain in force until years from this date our journey has been successfully 
completed, and the objective of obliterating poverty in America has been secured.  

 

VI. THE PARADIGM AND PROCESS  WHICH ATTAINING THE PREVIOUSLY 
CITED OBJECTIVE REQUIRES 

Those of my colleagues who have devoted their professional careers to the mitigation of poverty in 
this nation, may be found in many different postures of service and involvement on the continuum 
of organizations and institutions that comprise the realm of the national community development 
universe. 

However, whatever our locale and the particular engagements that absorb our energies, expertise, as 
well as our passion and ferocious commitments to the objective of consigning the condition of 
material destitution in America to the archives of our historical record, we are united at this moment 
of our journey in the Spring of 2016 in a perspective that contains within it four distinct and crucial 
beliefs about those activities and efforts that are currently transpiring in the United States” 

1. That the magnitude of those resources  technical, monetary, political, and voluntary, 
governmental, and philanthropic, are but a miniscule and wholly unsatisfactory fragment of 
the quantity of those assets that are required to abolish impoverishment in our republic. 
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2. That in the absence of a comprehensive strategic plan required to transform areas of 

destitution into middle class communities, should the miraculous infusion of those funds 
materialize, their haphazard deployment would produce a nationwide structure of results that 
would both lack coherence & reflect the unforgivable allocation of squandered resources. 
 

3. Moreover, beyond the nonexistence of this plan does a compounding and perhaps more 
grievous deficiency, i.e. the lack of an  institutional structure(s) to translate this strategic plan 
into reality. 
 

4. However, as significant as the previous variables are by virtue of the fact that at this moment 
in the life of our society they do not exist, is the fact that we are bereft of the single most 
important factor that transcends all other considerations in achieving this  goal  i.e. the lack 
of a national will which elevates this objective to the status of an imperative moral task. 
 
 

In the final analysis if those of us who ostensibly exist to realize the demise of destitution do not 
commit to declaring and invoking  a national mobilization of  all who our citizens to revitalize our 
nation’s ethical obligations, theological requirements, and the entire spectrum of resources and 
assets which exist, poverty will continue to breed and expand. 

It shall flourish  in the interstices and hospitable locations both rural and urban in which they 
currently thrive and are nourished, by our moral indifference and the obtuseness and self-absorption 
that our obsession with consumption and acquisition have created. 

We who are  dedicated to the eradication of  impoverishment in this nation do hereby pledge  to 
both formulate  and  implement this strategic plan  by stimulating  a campaign to mobilize this 
nation and its citizens to commit to the accomplishment of this goal  whatever the required 
duration, that we shall not be deterred or deflected from this course of action. 

Thus do we  hereby formally establish in our nation’s capitol and beyond in the appropriate regional 
offices that shall provide for the provision of those technical and financial resources required to 
achieve our primary goals, THE  FUND FOR  AN  EQUITABLE AMERICA. 

This entity fervently advocates the realization of a Vision of our nation in which financial destitution 
has been eradicated. Furthermore, its principal Mission, is to mobilize the full complement of those 
resources political, theological, spiritual, psychological, and material, as well as the passion and 
energy and the full spectrum of our intellectual and community assets, to accomplish this task. 

The primary goals of this undertaking are embodied in the following agenda:  

1. To initiate and sustain a mobilization of the political will/requisite resources in all segments 
of our society to attain an America where poverty no longer exists. 
 

2. To identify and recruit those  within the realm of the community development continuum 
whose reputations for competence and commitment and integrity in such arenas as CDFI’s, 
COOPERATIVES, ESOP’S, UNIVERSITY AND HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATIONS, 
PHILANTHROPISTS, VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS, AND LOCAL STATE 
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AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS. as well as those in the corporate and financial 
communities who are committed to these goals, to become members of a national advisory 
board of the fund. 
 

3. To establish in those regions of the nation in which poverty is most concentrated and 
intractable, regional offices that will provide to community based commercial enterprises 
within these areas, the technical and monetary resources to enable these entities to produce 
those products and services, which anchor institutions require for their annual operations. 
 

4. To assist these destitute communities and their residents with the continuing technical 
assistance/material contributions to both formulate and periodically revise the strategic plan 
for these neighborhoods, that in the longer term when fully implemented and successfully 
concluded shall reflect the transformation of these locales into middle class communities. 
 

5. Utilizing the entire spectrum of those electronic, print, social media, communications 
channels in this nation, to mount a multi-tier  public educational activity to both secure the 
contributions the fund will require,  as well as to enlist the American consumer in these 
efforts. 
 
We shall unceasingly request that our fellow citizens commercially reward those companies   
that provide these contributions, and penalize those business enterprises who by their 
inaction/rejection of this involvement signify their disinterest  in these endeavors. 
 
 
To furnish ever greater specificity with regard to the preceding Goals permit me to provide 
the required quantitative precision that will reflect the Objectives that we shall seek to realize 
during the initial 12 month period of the fund’s existence and beyond. 
 

 
1. When my colleagues and I at the Center For Humanistic Global Initiatives and a 

significant number of those individuals who have been engaged in various facets  of 
community development endeavors complete a draft of this plan, it will be circulated to 
this group of scholars/activists for  evaluation and review. (March, 2016) 

 

2. Comments and suggested revisions to strengthen this document will be incorporated and 
the final draft of this effort will be concluded (March - April 2016) 

 
3. Concurrent with these editorial efforts we shall identify those in our nation who are 

members of the previously cited professions/organizations and submit for their 
consideration this plan and determine their receptivity to serve on the fund’s advisory 
committee, and/or assume operational responsibilities in the fund’s management. (April, 
2016) 

 
4. With the advisory committee fully impaneled, we shall  convene a press conference at 

the National Press Club to announce the establishment of this entity and the primary 
duties and responsibilities  to which we are committing,  the sources from which we are 
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requesting these contributions and the plan and process we shall implement to 
accomplish the realization of our mission. (April, 2016) 

 
5. To create an evaluative mechanism which will reflect the scope and magnitude of activity 

of those community based projects, as to revenues, profitability, and beyond those 
elements the broader agenda of the entire revitalization efforts in terms of funds 
expended, by which organizations, and with what results. (May, 2016, in perpetuity) 

 
6.  As monetary contributions from various sources are provided we shall commence our 

administrative/operational activities at our  Fund’s headquarters in the nation’s capitol 
(May, 2015)  

 
7. As additional contributions are received, we shall commence the establishment of our 

regional offices to support our national scope of activity (June – September, 2016) 

 

8. Regional representatives of the Fund shall commence discussions with the community 
based business enterprises within their areas to ensure that the continuous coordination 
regarding the provision of expertise, capital, that is deployed,   to both increase their 
capabilities to provide products and services to anchor institutions, and to in concert 
with the other organizations to ensure the  implementation of these local blueprints. 
(Sept. 2016 – in perpetuity) 

 
9. In destitute locales within their regions where these activities are exceedingly limited or 

nonexistent, regional representatives shall attempt to assist with the appropriate 
participants the expansion or creation of these initiatives. (Sept. 2016 – in perpetuity) 

 
10. From the inception of the Fund we shall  provide to the American public status reports 

on the progress our efforts our accomplishing throughout the United States, and so too 
shall we report those on the Fortune 500 list, etc. i.e. ( the largest public corporations 
and their counterparts in the private financial sector)  whether these institutions are 
supporting this effort and at what magnitude. (May 2016, in perpetuity) 

 
11. As resources become available we shall initiate and sustain a dialogue with all major 

faiths and philanthropic organizations, as well as those who comprise the most 
substantial entities within the entire community development realm of our society, to 
augment and intensify their involvements and support for the National Mobilization. 

 
12. This crucial communications function will  encourage consumers to support those 

ethical businesses that are voluntarily providing their assistance as well as to recommend 
that the members of these organizations cease their commercial relationships with those 
corporations that have declined to become involved in this effort.(May, 2016 in 
perpetuity) 

 
13. To maintain the first Saturday in October* as the date on an annual basis the Fund shall 

deliver to the American people a report that reflects the progress that the collective 
exertions of hundreds of thousands of our citizens are accomplishing regarding the 
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eradication of poverty in both qualitative and quantitative terms, and those challenges 
that remain to be surmounted to achieve our ultimate national objective. (October, 2016 
in perpetuity) 

 
 *see “America’s Future: Requiem Or Renaissance? – An Agenda For The Transformation Of Our 
Nation And Ourselves” Bernard  Gluckstern, RoseDog Press, 2015.  

 
 

VII. IN REGARD TO THE MATTER OF CRITICAL ASPECTS OF FINANCIAL 
SOURCES AND THE MODE AND MANNER OF THEIR PROVISION/USE 

 

Though it is our intent to include in the final segment of this document a fully rendered table of 
organization, and a complete annual operating budget for this activity, it is our view that matters 
regarding both the prospective sources of contributions that will hopefully be obtained from a 
multitude of sources, demand our attention at this juncture of our plan’s formulation. 

In addition, the various motivations of those who possess enormous sums of capital and what 
factors and influences might be invoked to persuade these entities should they initially be recalcitrant 
or indifferent, to reconsider their initial opposition and behave in a manner that is in consonance 
with their publicly enunciated (ostensible) religious or ethical belief systems, must now be addressed.  

Beyond the completion of a national paradigm/strategic plan is of course the central question: From 
what elements of our society might the requisite monetary resources to accomplish this 
transformation be forthcoming? 

In some important partial regard the “anchor institutions” i.e. nonprofit institutions such as 
universities and health care providers within these communities, shall contribute to these pools of 
capital, by virtue of their  purchases of the products and services they require to sustain their annual 
operations. 

Though the value of their national portfolio approaches 4 trillion dollars, their annual operating 
budgets are more modest and contains the requirement to allocate funds for sophisticated 
technology, staff and faculty salaries, and other specific expenditures, much of the mundane 
necessities to sustain their operations could be provided by community based commercial entities. 

In fact should the requisite funds to expand the scope and scale of their operations to fulfill 100% 
the products and services required, the result in the longer term of this infusion of hundreds of 
billions of dollars into these communities, would be of enormous relevance in achieving the fullest 
possible implementation of these strategic plans in the most abbreviated time frame feasible. 

Thus it is imperative that these anchor institutions formally and publically commit to this magnitude 
of purchases from these local entities, as their capacities to provide this volume of products and 
services, in perpetuity. 

Moreover, it is incumbent upon other elements of the community development realm to provide 
contributions to the FUND FOR AN EQUITABLE AMERICA as well, that would reflect an 
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annual commitment of 1% of their total market value to this fund for a minimum period of ten 
years. 

However, the anticipated flow of revenue from these sources would not constitute an adequate 
financial capability to address in an effective national posture, the remediation of the destitution in 
which more than 50 million Americans currently reside. 

In order to initiate a national mobilization of those resources that would not become yet another 
cruel hoax perpetrated on the destitute, i.e. a continuation of those programs and policies and 
exertions that have not due to the absence of a national commitment and the requisite financial 
allocations, more than 50 years since the advent of the “War On Poverty” obliterated the 
impoverished. 

Nor have the preceding resources in concert with those initiatives that contain both private sector 
and nonprofit and governmental allocations yielded victory over this intractable foe. Triumph over 
this adversary can only be attained if we unequivocally state and declare as a matter of national 
policy, and the concomitant advocacy and participation of all major segments of our society, as well,  
as the result of the sustained labor of millions of our citizens to vanquish poverty in America. 

At the heart of this endeavor beyond a mobilized nation and the creation of a covenant with our 
poor to mount this effort, the financial resources required in the longer term to succeed in this 
effort will exceed trillions of dollars. From where among us might this financial aid be forthcoming? 

 Surely they will not be contributed by a Congress that has demonstrated its indifference to the 
plight of the poor, and though President Obama has in so many respects demonstrated the limits to 
which Executive actions may be extended, which have provided additional minimal resources to 
these objectives and their realization, here too the magnitude falls abysmally short. 

From many quarters of our society various proposals have been introduced about prospective taxes 
that would be imposed on the financial community, and on the compensation packages of individual 
CEOs.  

In addition other similar suggestions have been propounded that advocate the repatriation of 
corporate deposits from overseas locations where they might upon their return, be subject to federal 
taxes, and finally that loopholes in our tax code be closed thus increasing the revenues that would 
flow to the coffers of our nation’s treasury. 

To those who support these prospective undertakings my response is twofold. Given the enormous 
efficacy of the lobbyists that would protect these individuals and institutions from those legislative 
proposals that reflect these goals, the possibilities of this Congress acting to convert these bills into 
federal laws is virtually nonexistent. 

Moreover, in the exceedingly unlikely event that a miraculous result was forthcoming, the additional 
funds that would be obtained would face extraordinary challenges regarding their use from this 
Congress and the prospect of their deployment in support of a national mobilization to end poverty 
could in no realistic regard be envisioned. 

No, my fellow citizens the redress from these calamities will not be found in the Congress nor shall 
it be possible by unilateral executive actions to remediate these monetary deficiencies, rather will it 
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become an option which may be accomplished by the concerted and collective will of the American 
consumer. 

At this moment in time as the winter of 2016 has begun to relax its grip on the nation’s capitol, 
according to the Forbes list of the nation’s largest corporations the following facts about their status 
comprise a portrait that is more quantitatively significant that any other statements that might be 
enunciated. 

They were in FY 2015 the recipients of 12.5 trillion dollars of revenue, on which profits of 945 
billion were declared , and they represent a market value of 17 trillion dollars. 

What we who are introducing to the American public as a paradigm and strategic plan to eradicate 
destitution in America are requesting of this 1% of those who sit at the apogee of these institutions 
i.e. their senior executives and their boards of directors is the following:   The annual contribution of 
!% of your market value into the Fund For An Equitable American Future. 

Should these institutions accede to our requests the aggregate universe that may be committed to 
this national mobilization will exceed 1.7 trillion dollars, during the ten year period of this 
mobilization. 

 We who have engaged in the research this effort required that this sum in concert with a 
continuation at the current levels of financial support that is forthcoming from all other sources 
both private and governmental, shall constitute the very first occasion in our nation’s history that the 
fiscal potential to truly eradicate the communities of the destitute, will finally be accessible. 

However, the more lamentable reality that  may very well comprise a response from many of these 
corporate behemoths will be resistance and in fact outright rejection.  They will state in no uncertain 
terms that the resources for these activities should be derived from government and or 
philanthropic entities, not those entities who provide products and services to the nation’s residents. 

To those who suggest that these funds should be derived from other segments of the nation’s 
economic system my response is twofold. The influence which these mammoth companies wield     
in Congress have substantially reduced their tax obligations, since the Reagan hegemony and have 
effectively precluded the  use of these greatly diminished resource to mitigate the plight of the poor. 

In addition, the practices that are so much in evidence within these corporations regarding the 
virtual exclusive concern with share price, stockholder dividend payments, and compensation 
packages that are both gargantuan and unprecedented, have cumulatively foreclosed the possibility 
of providing all but the most meager of salary increases to their employees, or of allocating to the 
great majority of their workforce any portion of the savings which either technological advances 
have secured or employee innovation and productivity increments have achieved. 

What is derived from these practices exacerbates the inequality which is evident in the fact that the 
most affluent 1% of this nation’s population in the 1975 – 2014 time frame became the recipients of 
a 10% increase in the allocation of this nation’s wealth;  i.e. 8% to 18%. 

The preceding statistical reality is among the most critical factors as is the dynamic of globalization. 
that have accelerated  the decline of the middle class. 
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This dynamic was instituted in some fundamental regard to permit corporations to relocate their 
manufacturing activities from the United States to other nations, in order to reap the monetary 
benefits of greatly reduced labor costs and environmental regulations, that are not nearly as stringent 
as those that are in force domestically. 

That citizens of these nations on the continents of Asia and Africa and in numerous South 
American countries experienced improvements in their standards of living, and in the relative 
decline of the most extreme conditions of material impoverishment, was a secondary if not tertiary 
result of the motivations of American industrialists who were primarily animated by reducing costs 
and of course increasing profits. 

In the course of this four decade period of corporate relocation, approximately two million 
Americans were terminated from employment circumstances which had previously provided 
comfortable middle class existences for these employees and their families. 

Currently, many of them can be found at fast food establishments, or retail stores, or among the 
long term unemployed whose unemployment benefits have long ago expired, and are now recipients 
of the most meager welfare stipends, and have joined those in various urban and rural locales who 
comprise the newly dispossessed. 

However, it was the Great Recession of 2008, a cataclysmic event which crippled our economy and 
produced a contraction of our GNP that was save for the Great Depression of 1929, unprecedented 
in terms of unemployment magnitudes, residential foreclosures, bankruptcies of major American 
corporations, and the evaporation of massive capital formations upon which our society resided. 

Had massive infusions by the Federal Reserve over many years into our economy not been provided 
the United States may have experienced an almost literal unraveling, and the concomitant social 
unrest and violence which frequently accompanies these dynamics. 

Beyond all other negative ramifications this catastrophic event and its aftermath has increased the 
concentrations of poverty in many areas and neighborhoods of this nation, and provoked  the 
substantial swelling of the numbers who have fallen into these penurious circumstances. 

Moreover, the “recovery” from this cataclysm which has been transpiring since 2009, has neither 
improved the economic circumstances of our middle class nor diminished the magnitude of those 
who fell into the inhospitable environments of the destitute as the result of this recession. 

That various behaviors of many elements of the American populace must accept responsibility for 
the unraveling of the U.S. housing market in the 2008 debacle including consumers and other 
segments of our economy, that were irresponsible and assumed excessive debt obligations and 
contributed to the decomposition of much of our nation’s wealth, cannot be denied. 

 However, the primary institutional culprits that must bear the central onus for this economic 
catastrophe was the financial sector of our economy, primarily those investment banking and hedge 
fund entities whose lust for unprecedented profits and an uncontained avarice to accumulate billions 
of dollars. 

 It was these forces of insatiable financial avarice that precipitated virtually the entire depletion of 
our capital reserves, and prompted the creation and sale of the most esoteric investment instruments 
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to which the momentous risk and the probabilities of failure attached to them became self-fulfilling  
eventualities. 

In the final analysis, for the numerous reasons I have cited above, it is many of those who appear on 
the Forbes 500 compendium of major American public companies and their mammoth private 
financial counterparts, who have been in a fundamental regard  both the architects of these results, 
as well as the beneficiaries of these policies and events,  who bear the moral responsibility to rectify 
these injustices. 

I am of the perspective that in this the Spring of 2016, there do not exist those in government 
certainly not at the federal level, that could orchestrate the requisite coalition of political potency 
that would compel these titans of industry to repatriate the trillions of dollars that are safely nestled 
in off-shore bank accounts, beyond the reach of the IRS. 

Nor do I believe that the Congress would increase the tax rates the wealthy must assume or close 
the loopholes through which so many of the affluent both individuals and companies escape their 
legitimate annual financial obligations, for they are too beholden to lobbyists  to act in a manner that 
would penalize these individuals and corporations. 

Neither do I foresee in the immediate future a Supreme Court that would invalidate the ruling that 
permitted in Citizens vs the United States, unlimited political donations from corporate sources in 
the name of “free speech.” 

Finally, whatever predispositions the President may cherish regarding these possibilities, unilateral 
executive actions particularly in the realm of taxation and fiscal policy are circumscribed by the 
requirement to obtain Congressional acquiescence in these matters. 

For the critically important goal of the eradication of poverty to occur in this nation, once and for 
all, what is required is nothing less than the mobilization of virtually every segment and element of 
our society to commit to and expend substantial energy to accomplish this objective. 

From the community development sector, both commitments to obtain the entirety of those 
products and services from community based business enterprises within these blighted 
neighborhoods where they reside or within those geographic areas that are adjacent to these 
institutions, must be pledged. 

In addition, contributions to THE FUND FOR AN EQUITABLE AMERICA on an annual basis 
of 1% of their market value that are committed for a minimum period of ten years, should be 
obligated. 

From the ranks of the Fortune Five Hundred public companies and those private banking 
institutions and hedge funds that “are too big to fail”,  so too should they furnish to the FUND 
FOR AN EQUITABLE AMERICA, 1% of their market value on an annual basis in the form of 
contributions, for a minimum period of ten years. 

These funds shall be utilized to serve but two purposes; the first is to provide for the establishment 
of community based enterprises within poverty enclaves within the U.S., as well as the expansion of 
existing community based businesses that shall ultimately permit them to be responsive to the entire 
magnitude of products and services that the anchor institutions in their regions require to operate on 
an annual basis. 
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The second purpose these funds shall discharge is to enable the community residents and the 
planning mechanisms they have established to formulate a comprehensive strategic plan and assist in 
its execution, for the transformation of their communities into middle class environments. 

Those funds appropriated for the purposes of planning within these districts shall be furnished as 
grants and obviously their repayment will not be required. 

Nor shall those commercial businesses that receive these appropriations be required to repay the 
Fund, however, when they attain a state of profitability, they shall be required on an annual basis to 
allocate 10% of those profits as grants to other companies, until the total sum they received from 
the fund has been utilized in the modes indicated, in these or adjacent poverty areas. 

Concurrent with these commitments/activities, the Fund shall establish a network of regional offices 
through which the allocations of expertise and grants shall be undertaken, in consultation with the 
individual projects within these neighborhoods. 

Beyond these segments of our nation, we shall at the Fund establish at the center of our website 
various indices that will reflect (the number, variety, status of annual revenues/profitability or loss  
that occurs in various instances), and as importantly virtually every other statistic that will represent 
our involvement/collaboration with these entities. 

However, the most important data profiles that will be continually updated will be those members of 
the Fortune 500 community and those behemoths in the private financial arena regarding their 
responses relative to financial contributions to the Fund. 

In those instances where these organizations are providing these sums we shall highlight their civic 
support and cooperation toward the goal of eliminating poverty.   In those circumstances where they 
have opted not to provide these funds we shall publicize this fact as well. 

At the commencement of each month we shall revise the two lists i.e. the companies who are 
engaged in “Ethical Commerce” and those who continue their calloused indifference to the plight of 
our poor, e. g. “Commercial Reprobates” and urge  consumers to cease their involvement with these 
corporations. 

Moreover, our communications department will provide on an unsolicited basis these updates to 
those nonprofit/voluntary/consumer/faith based headquarters and the groups that comprise them  
about these developments, and recommend the appropriate course of action to either reward or 
penalize these commercial enterprises. 

The Herculean task to eradicate poverty is one that demands the involvement of every major sector 
of our society however, presuming their engagement and unceasing advocacy this objective is most 
assuredly obtainable. 

It requires a strategic plan which has now been created. It necessitates the allocation of 1% of the 
Market Value of those on the list of the Fortune 500 companies and the universe of the most 
substantial private banking entities, as donations to the Fund For An Equitable America for a period 
of not less than ten years. 

 It mandates that those who constitute this nation’s community development institutions to (among 
those components that nonprofit educational and health care institutions) to purchase from those 
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community based commercial enterprises 100% of the prosaic  products and services they require to 
operate on an annual basis. 

In addition all other elements of this universe such as ESOP’s, CDFI’s, cooperatives,  etc. should 
contribute  1% of their  Market Value as contributions to the Fund, for a period of no less than ten 
years. 

Beyond the previous ingredients that comprise this recipe to obliterate the communities of the 
dispossessed in this nation, the success of this effort requires the continuous involvement of those 
community residents/groups who accept the responsibility to spearhead the formulation and 
implementation of the strategic plans in these neighborhoods, until they are brought to total fruition. 

Furthermore, it is crucial that this national activity that is addressed both through the efforts of the 
various regional offices of The Fund, and of course the national office as well, to  ensure that the 
organizational structures and operational dynamics these enterprises embody, augurs the greatest 
probability for initial success and continued profitability in a democratic cost-effective paradigm. 

For it is a portion of these profits that in perpetuity  shall ultimately ensure both the transformation of 
these ghettos and deprived rural locales into middle class communities, and enable these thriving 
environments to remain solvent and resistant to those influences which might act as regressive 
forces, and attempt to return these areas to insolvent material circumstances. 

However, what is mandatory for this endeavor to flourish and accomplish this task, is the 
requirement for a significant majority of our citizens to coalesce for the purpose of creating a 
national volition that remains fervent and behaviorally deployed until victory over poverty is 
secured. 

It is therefore a mobilization of the entirety of our spiritual and religious resources as well as the 
implementation of our material and political capacities that is imperative for us to triumph. 

As citizens and as importantly as consumers our task is to address the members of the governing 
boards of America’s wealthiest companies both public and private and state unequivocally the 
following: 

  “It is you in the aggregate that must bear the responsibility for so much of that which afflicts our 
nation, in terms of inequality, stagnating wages, and the enervation of the political capability of so 
many of our fellow citizens, and most importantly for engaging in virtually nothing of substantive 
importance to relieve the suffering and impoverishment of the more than 50 million of us who live 
in destitution.” 

“Therefore it is your moral responsibility to provide a significant portion of the material resources 
which shall enable these individuals and communities to transform themselves into neighborhoods 
where a middle class status becomes both possible and sustainable.” 

“It is our hope that you shall be responsive to these obligations and acknowledge your collective 
culpability, and voluntarily  provide these funds to eradicate poverty in America as the result of the 
various religious precepts that guide your code of personal conduct, or by virtue of your embrace of 
secular humanists prescriptions that serve as your ethical compass.” 
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 “However, should you demonstrate a reluctance to act in this manner, or reject this prospective 
undertaking, we as citizens who have pledged to do our utmost to consign poverty to the dust bin of 
our nation’s historical record and as consumers, shall patronize from this point forward, those 
companies that do recognize these obligations and are responding to these requirements.” 

These sentiments and others relative to the nature and content of the responsibilities which these 
mammoth companies should discharge shall be more fully explicated in a document,  AFFIRMING 
THE PRINCIPLES FOR AN EQUITABLE AMERICAN ECONOMY,  which shall be included 
as an introduction to the Strategic Paradigm/Plan. 

This document  shall be posted on our blog, EquitableAmerica.com, concurrently  with its 
presentation to the American public at a national press conference to be held at the National Press 
Club, in the Spring of 2016. 

We who are the architects and the initiators of this endeavor, the National Mobilization to Eradicate 
Poverty in America, embrace the validity of three concepts which reside at the epicenter of this 
undertaking; that a society which in some formal and unceasing regard dedicates its energies, 
commitment, and resources, to the attainment of this objective, when equipped with the material 
resources to translate this most noble and imperative challenge into a cultural reality, cannot 
ultimately be denied our objective. 

Moreover, that we shall central to our activities throughout the nation, on a continuous basis 
stimulate and inspire with our unceasing exhortations, admonitions, and encouragement, those who 
comprise the enlightened constituencies who so fervently wish to accomplish this goal. 

And to those who are resistant to the success of this endeavor, we shall do all in power to convince 
you that the costs of this obstructionism and intransigence shall ultimately be responsible for the 
demise of your commercial institutions. 

Your organizational unraveling shall be derived from the action of those citizens/consumers among 
us who opt to patronize business enterprises that have included at the core of their raison d’etre, 
beyond the concerns for profitability and the growth of their market share, a self-imposed 
responsibility that they bear a most important duty to ensure both the health of our political 
institutions, and the rehabilitation of our destitute neighborhoods. 

 For it is in these areas in which for so many decades the poor of our society have  languished and 
despaired, who are yearning for the opportunities and pathways this nation might offer to enable 
them with the deployment of their ambition and labor, to exit these prisons of destitution, traversing 
the route to a middle class life with all which the content and amenities of residence that this 
economic status presupposes.  

We commence this crucial effort today here at this location and we shall not cease our exertions 
until we have achieved our objective at some not too distant date in the future of this republic. 
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THE FUND FOR AN EQUITABLE AMERICA 

(TABLE OF ORGANIZATION) 

(2016) 

 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

 

CHAIRMAN, CEO, PRESIDENT 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT, CAPITAL GENERATION                     VICE-PRESIDENT, EXTERNAL RELATIONS 

 

RECEPTIONIST/ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE 

 

(SUPPORTS ALL PERSONNEL) 

 

 

REGIONAL OFFICES 

 

 

  SOUTHEAST REGION                              MIDWEST REGION                            SOUTHWEST REGION 

 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR,                            REGIONAL DIRECTOR,                   REGIONAL DIRECTOR, 

 STRATEGIC PLANNING,                           STRATEGIC PLANNING,                 STRATEGIC PLANNING, 

 TECHNICAL SUPPORT                             TECHNICAL SUPPORT                    TECHNICAL SUPPORT 

 

DIRECTOR,   EXTERNAL                        DIRECTOR,    EXTERNAL                DIRECTOR, EXTERNAL 

           RELATIONS                                                RELATIONS                                           RELATIONS 

 

RECEPTIONIST/AA                                   RECEPTIONIST/AA                             RECEPTIONIST/AA 

(SUPPORTS ALL STAFF)                            (SUPPORTS ALL STAFF)                    (SUPPORTS ALL STAFF) 
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THE FUND FOR AN EQUITABLE AMERICA 

(ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET – 2016) 

 

Personnel      (National Office)                                                                                                               
USD 

Chairman/CEO/President                                                                                         95,000 

V.P.   Financial Resources                                                                                           85,000                                                                                                                     

V.P. External Relations                                                                                                85,000 

Receptionist/Administrative Aide                                                                              60,000 

30% benefits                                                                                                                  97,500 

Total                                                                                                                             422,500 

Regional Offices ( Southeast – Midwest – Southwest )                                                                               

Regional Director of Strategic Planning and Technical Support                              85,000  (3) 

Regional Director of External Relations                                                                     80,000  (3) 

Receptionist – Administrative Aide                                                                             60,000  (3) 

30% benefits                                                                                                                 202,500  (3) 

Subtotal                                                                                                                      1,000,000 

Lease of Facilities 

1,500 square feet x $3.00 per sq. ft.                                                                                54,000 

(Includes utilities, internet, land lines, etc.) 

Technology support                                                                                                       25,000 

(Computers, smart phones, etc.)   

Consumable Supplies                                                                                                     12,000 

Travel and related business activities                                                                          195,000 

Website maintenance/evolution                                                                                    25,000 

Legal                                                                                                                                 50,000 

Contingency Fund                                                                                                         100,000 

GRAND TOTAL                                                                                                         1,461,000 
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AN AFFIRMMATION OF THOSE PRINCIPLES THAT ARE THE EMBODIMENT 
OF AN EQUITABLE AMERICA 

 

We who reside in this nation during this the 240th anniversary of our founding due hereby 
stipulate to the following assertions that comprise so much of our current social reality: 

That for those citizens/residents of our republic who are a preponderant majority, the 
primary content of our lives is composed of eroding material security and the prospect of a 
future that looms ever more untenable. 

That we exist in a political system that reflects the continuing diminishment of our 
populace to influence the decisions of our elected officials and to derive from our 
government the statutes, policies, and   programmatic assistance to improve our lives. 

That inherent in the functioning of our current system is a responsiveness to the priorities 
and concerns of the inordinately affluent and the institutional delineations they implement. 

That the preceding realities cumulatively conspire to consign many of us to lives in which 
the joy and passion  and creative impulses within us are consumed by fear, despair, and self-
destructive behaviors. 

That so much of that which had historically distinguished our country as an exceptional 
national sovereignty has been degraded, compromised, and in our contemporary 
circumstances, recanted by the actions of a miniscule elite. 

That we acknowledge the existence of these deplorable realities does not signify their 
acceptance, rather does it serve as the ferocious catalyst that is uniting so many of us to 
collectively engage these nefarious forces,, and ultimately to transform our nation into a 
society in which in all its manifest forms, an equitable human culture is fully realized. 

Thus, do we in the service of reestablishing in perpetuity  an equitable America hereby 
proclaim the following principles that must be operative to restore a republic that reflects 
this ethical character. 

That we demand from all commercial enterprises beyond the provision of products and 
services that  they must embody and behaviorally demonstrate a commitment to ethical 
practices and values, both internal to their operations and external to our society. 

That major public companies and those of   private financial organizations of comparable 
resources,  shall on a continuing basis provide a portion the monetary resources to assist in 
the conversion of communities of impoverishment into middle class neighborhoods. 

That these entities shall in addition use their political and financial capabilities in support of  
the ratification of those statutes and policies that enhance the welfare and opportunities our 
society provides to all citizens, rather than those initiatives that benefit the most affluent. 

That these commercial enterprises shall engage in operational practices that do not 
negatively impact on the environments in which they are located or maintain operations. 
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That these corporations shall cease the practice of “inversion” i.e. mergers with foreign 
companies in other nations, which enable the relocation of their corporate headquarters to 
these destinations, and by so doing avoid their tax obligations to the federal government. 

That these entities shall immediately repatriate those funds (approximately 2.5 trillion 
dollars) that are deposited in off shore accounts and deposit them in domestic banks. 

That these companies shall as of this moment commit to the deposit within domestic 
banking institutions of the profits their operations generate both domestically and abroad. 

That these institutions shall advocate within both the Congress and all state legislatures for 
the reform of the U.S. tax code and their state counterparts ensuring that all tax loopholes 
are foreclosed. 

That the most financially significant public companies will cease such practices as the 
reacquisition of equity positions from the public marketplace, the provision of obscenely 
generous compensation packages to senior employees, and as a result the continuing 
stagnation of the wages and salaries of virtually all other employees. 

That  employees of these business enterprises shall be permitted to serve on the boards of 
directors of these corporations and the ability to acquire equity positions in them at terms 
that reflect the stock options to which senior executives have access. 

That the minimum wages provided to all employees must be increased to $20 an hour, and 
that health care programs, and other elements of traditional benefits packages be restored, 
relative to vacation periods, educational assistance, etc. 

That  these organizations shall  regard their fellow citizens not exclusively as consumers but 
rather as invaluable community members, worthy of a  collective destiny in which all 
residents are regarded as  intrinsically equal. 
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